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AUSSIE SOCCER 
HITS BACK WITH 
SPIRIT! P.11 


Group 1 Group 6 
At Copenhagen, Denmark At Larnaca, Cyprus 
Denmark i Wales 2 Cyprus Caterers 3 
At Udine, Italy 
Ttaly 2 Switzerland 0 
At Serravalle, San Marino 
Group 2 San Marino 0 Israel 5 
At Ljubljana, Slovenia Group 7 
Slovenia 1 Norway Pa 
At Riga, Latvia 
Tonia econ 0 At Porto, Portugal 
Portugal 0 Romania 1 
Group 3 
At Vaduz, Liechtenstein 
At Belfast, Northern Ireland Liechtestein 0 Slovakia 4 
Northern Ireland 1 Finland tt) 
: At st ed ‘i At Baku, Azerbaijan 
irkey spared Azerbaijan 0 Hungary 4 
Group 4 
Group 8 
At Andorra, Andorra 
Andorra 0 Ukraine 2 At Ta’Qali, Malta 


Malta 1 Croatia 4 


Group 9 EURO AND WORLD 
At Moscow 
Russia 2 France 3 At Vilnius, Lithuania SOC C E R | N 
0 


At Yerevan, Armenia 
Armenia 0 Iceland 0 


Lithuania 0 Faroe Islands 
oe GLOBAL GAME 
eibad At Edinburgh, Scotland 
ndon $ 
Engiend . 0 Bulgaria One = ceodand Be ETD 2 


SECTION 
P.19 


At Warsaw, Poland At Sarajevo, Bosnia 
Poland 3 Luxembourg 0 Bosnia-Herzegovinal Czech Republic 


ct) 
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LEAGUE STARTS 22S 


WITH A BANG! 


ever let it be said that Aussie 
Soccer is not resilient. After an 
awful year internationally, our 
national league kicked off on the 
weekend with almost 50,000 turning up. 

New club Northern Spirit broke the record 
for the home-and-away season with almost 
19,000 fans, and didn’t they love it! 

The new boys may not have won, but the 
club has shown the way in marketing and 
presenting soccer. A young family told 
Soccer Weekly it was their first time at an 
NSL game, and they loved it and will come 
back. That is great to hear. 

Our World Cup Women also started with a 
bang in their vital World Cup qualifers, beat- 
ing American Samoa 21-0!! Mind you, the 
Kiwis lie in wait, but let us hope the girls can 
go one better than the Socceroos and quali- 
fy. For Herofax details for the Matildas and 
for all the Ericsson Cup latest and news see 
our Aussie section in the front half of the 
paper, 


n late news and the Malaysian FA has 

reportedly decided to get rid of all foreign 
players, The decision was said to be 
announced by FAM Vice President Tengku 
Abdullah. Apparently it is due to the Asian 
economic crisis. A number of quality 
Australian players are now left in limbo as a 
result. Let's hope we can entice some of the 
players back home, including Mehmet 
Durakovic, Milan Blagojevic, Aytec Genk 
and Dave Evans, 


a 
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Optus announces our most 
competitive rates ever to the U.K 


With our new Round the World, Round the Clock 


savings, Optus’ Long Distance international rates 


are now more competitive than ever before. And 
x 
me, Ss that means unbeatable value for you. All you have 
° 


®ounp aHe 


to do is choose one of two great discount options. 


ES TO THE U.K 


PEAK OFF-PEAK WEEKEND. 


World Saver including 
minimum 10% discount 


$1.01 $0.76 $0.41 


One Country Saver 


$0.89 $0.49 $0.36 


"15 cent connection: fee applies to all cals, Rates are charged per second. 
World Saver discounts are based on your monthly average international spend. 


DO YOU CALL ONE COUNTRY? CHOOSE ONE COUNTRY SAVER. 


If you mostly call the United Kingdom, this could be the best option for 


you. Nominate U. K. and you'll receive reduced rates of between 20 - 


40% off Optus’ standard international rates (see rate chart). Calls to all 


other countries will be charged at our new standard international rates. 


OR DO YOU CALL MORE THAN ONE COUNTRY? CHOOSE WORLD SAVER. 


If you regularly call more than one country, then this could be the best 
option for you. No matter where or when you call, you'll automatically 
receive discounts of between 10 - 20% off our new standard 


international Long Distance rates with every call you make. 


Call 1800 500 104 now and switch 


OPTUS 


‘Terms and Conditions: Both discounts apply to international cals for Optus switched residential customers only. Both discounts exclude the following: 1456 override calls, Service Provider customers, Optus customers on special discounts or rate options, 
Optus Calling Card calls, cals to and from mobiles, Info calls eg,1900, Time and charge calls eg. 0012 Ringback. One Country Saver discounts not applicable to 15c connection fee or operator surcharges. World Saver discount is based on customers average 
monthly international spend across their bil. World Saver nat available to Optus Account One customers. Customers can elect either World Saver or One Country but not both. 
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STERREY'S MIX OF 


YOUTH AND EXPERIENCE 


By John Economos 


ee Sterrey, Newcastle Breakers’ rookie 
coach, last Thursday at the ‘Ace OF Clubs? 


at Wallsend where the Breakers held their 


Se: Launch, vowed that he would place 
his entire faith in the young players he has signed 
up. 

‘The always confident and energetic Sterrey stated at 
the launch: “When | lobbed here during the off-season, 
T found we only had nine senior players under contract. 

“But now I almost have a full book but expect to 
sign midfielder Tommy Haythornthwaite as well. 

“I firmly believe that all the young players 1 have 
signed up will earn the respect for Newcastle in the 
National League, especially if we start picking up 
points with some regularity. 


Lee Sterrey ... Newcastie’s rookie coach. 


“I'm looking forward to the challenge that lies ahead 
of us all here at Newcastle, 

“There’s plenty of talent up here all we have to do is 
unearth it and mix it with some experienced playing 
staff, 

“We have more flair than recent years now that I've 
signed up twin-strikers Andrew Borghetto and John 
Buonavoglia,” stated Sterrey. 

Meanwhile Newcastle’ 
been Scottish first div: 
formerly of Hibernian. 

The highly experienced 32 year old Scot who had 
playing stints with Dundee United (250 games), 


coup signing to date has 
ion pro Robert Shannon, 


A.C, UNITED 


SOCCER CLUB 


Tony Henderson 


State League — Division 1 
U18 at 12.00pm & U21 at 2.00pm 


First Grade at 4.00pm 


SOCCER TRIALS 
' 1999 SEASON 


A.C. UNITED SOCCER CLUB 
Head Coach Former Socceroo Captain 


Robert Shannon ... Breakers’ newly-signed 
Scottish midfielder. 


* Dunfermline (60), Motherwell (65) as well as Dundee, 


told Soccer Weekly: “I’ve signed for one year with the 
Breakers and we'll see after that. 

“J always wanted to come to Australia so I contacted 
Neweastle and they were interested so I came over”. 

“From the little I've seen of your standard of Soccer 
so far, ithas surprised me. 

“People back in Britain would be very surprised as 
your standard is much higher than people back home 
really believe.” 

Shannon has played most of his Soccer as a 
defensive midfielder, but has also had extensive 
experience right across the back line. 

“don’t really care where I play. 1 don’t have any 
real preference, but then maybe if 1 would have to 
really say, | suppose it would be in a midfield role.” 

With experienced campaigners such as defenders 
Shane Pryce, the Club’s skipper and sweeper, plus the 
return of central marker Andy Roberts and the signing 
of giant goalkeeper Bobby Catlin, the Breakers are a 
team promising danger should any opponent venture to 
ignore. 

For this new season the Breakers, who again will 
play all their home matches on a Friday night, have 
shifted their kick off time half an hour later to 8pm. 

All children under the age of 15 will be admitted free 
of charge in a strong attempt to attract families to the 
Stadium. 

‘The Breakers will have, as an Australian first, every 
individual player’s name across the back of each 
playing strip for easy identification. 


TRIALS 


Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 


S ON ~ 
1999 SEAS es 


CZ 


‘will leave it to others to make their comments 

bout the reasons why Australia suffered that dose 

of costly embarrassment at the hands of New 
Zealand two Sundays ago. 

Let those with more technical credentials than me tell 

the national coach, caretaker or otherwise, how to suck 
eggs. 
‘And let me add that in my humble view Rau! Blanco 
(right) is a good coach and I'am at a loss at how he 
screwed up against the Kiwis who looked light years 
behind us only 15 months ago when we give them a five 
goal hiding over two matches. 

There is nothing wrong with Raul Blanco being 
caretaker coach. The problem is with the word 
caretaker. The problem is with having a caretaker and 
being stuck with one, as pledged by Soccer Australia, 
until 2000. 

The problem is that the caretaker doesn’t know if he 
will ever be confirmed in the job and therefore won't 
have a long term plan and doesn’t know why he should, 

The problem is that there is no view of the big picture 
and no willingness to invest in it. We do not know why 
| Blanco declined to call up the foreign based players. 


FOCCER 


| AUSTRALIA 


SOCCER AUSTRALIA 


We do not know if he actually thought we could 
wallop New Zealand with a bunch of locals who play, 
by and large, in the same league as the Kiwis do or 
whether he was told not to recall the legionnaires in 
| order to save money. 

If the latter is the case it was a huge financial bungle. 
The tens of thousands it would have cost to bring back 
just a few of the overseas boys would surely have made 
that one goal difference against New Zealand and would 
have reaped a seven figure windfall at the 
Confederations Cup. 

And I'm sorry, I don’t accept that they had to have 
been brought back: for a 17 day camp. Four or five days, 
as happens in Europe before major internationals, would 
| or should have done. 
! No, the problem is that Soccer 
Australia doesn’t understand, or at least 
didn’t under the previous regime, that in 
the post-Venables era the national 
coaching set-up has to be re-built from 
the bottom up. That appointing a national 


Want to be part of a winning club? 


We havea new home stadium, with a great pitch 
Anew Head Coach — John Calleja (Level 3) 
& we're heading up to Super Youth League 


1999 


THE WEST HAM UNITED SOCCER ACADEMY 


TRIALS FOR 


coach months before the World Cup qualifiers begin 
will not do. 

We tried that and, even with @ man with the stature of 
a Venables, we failed. 

So why should we blame Blanco? Did he appoint 
himself as caretaker? Was it his idea that he should 
coach our most elite team game by game, tournament by 
tournament without a smidgin of long term security in 
the job? 

No, The problem is not Blanco. The problem is that 
there is no long term vision, no plan, no recognition of 
the need for Australia to have a broad coaching structure 
for our national teams that will deliver the goods in 
2002 or even 2006. ¥ 

As president Kennedy said in one of his landmark 


speeches, it might take a 
thousand years to reach our aim, 
but let us begin. 


[i been reported to me that 
Northern Spirit chairman 
Remo Nogarotto had some 
angry words to say about my 


Sunday 8th, 15th & 22 November 
Contact: 
Frank Falcone — (M) 0411 381 969 (W) 9267 1611 
Nick Poreca — (W) 9756 2522 (M) 015 109 527 


Youth League — Division 1 
Youth League Co-ordinator Osvaldo El Ali 
Saturday 24th & 31st October 
Saturday 7th & 14th November 
U13s — 9am @ Ulds — Ham Ul5s — lpm @ Ul6s — 3pm 
Contact: 
John Palmano — (M) 018 221 131 
(H) 9636 8417 @ (W) 9604 6000 
Contact: 
Terri Forbes (H) 9725 7455 


ALL TRIALS ARE TO BE HELD AT THE 
ABRUZZI FIELD 
11 ELIZABETH ST, WETHERILL PARK 


Become part of a very exciting 1999 with us 


All Trials will be held in Centennial Park 
at the soccer pitch, to the right of 
Parkes Dr. (beside Randwick Pond) on: 


Saturday 17th October 
Saturday 24th October 
Saturday 31st October 


U12 NSW Reps 9.00am — 11.00am 
_ U13 Youth League 9.00am — 11.00am 
U14 & U15 Youth League —-11.00am — 1.00pm 
U16 Youth League 1.00pm — 3.00pm 
U18 NSW Super League 1.00pm — 3.00pm 
U21 NSW Super League 3.00pm — 5.00pm 

Senior Women (State League Div 1) 3 — 5.00pm 


Enquiries: John Calleja (9554 4213 a.h.) 
or John Velthuys (0418 664 796) 


Blacktown City Demons in conjunction with the 
West Ham Soccer Academy will hold trials for 1999: 
SUPER LEAGUE 
Under 18 and Under 21 
Mon: Oct 19, Wed: Oct 21, Fri: Oct 23 
Mon: Oct 26, Wed: Oct 28, Fri: Oct 30 
SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 
Under 13: Fri: Oct 16, Sun: Oct 18, 

Fri: Oct 23, Sun: Oct 25, Fri: Oct 30, Sun: Nov 1 
Under 14: Tue: Oct 13, Thur: Oct 15 
Tue: Oct 20, Thur: Oct 22, Tue: Oct 27, Thur: Oct 29. 
Under 15: Mon: Oct 12, Wed: Oct 14 
Mon: Oct 19, Wed: Oct 21, Mon: Oct 26, Wed: Oct 28 
Under 16: Tue: Oct 27, Thur: Oct 29, Sun: Nov 1 
‘Mon: Nov 2, Wed: Nov 4, Thur: Nov 5 
at Ashley Brown Reserve, 
Kennedy Pde, Seven Hills 
Monday to Friday: 6.36pm start @ Sunday: 9am start 
GENERAL ENQUIRIES: 

Contact KEN SCHEMBRI DURING BUSINESS HOURS ON 


@ (02) 9624 3344 


column in these pages a couple 
of weeks ago, implying that I 
had been somehow negative or 
skeptical about the Spirit 
venture. 

Methinks he grossly 
misunderstood. What I actually 
said was that I was excited by 
the venture as I had been about 
the birth of Perth Glory, Carlton 
and Collingwood. 

But I cautioned the Spirit that 
roaring material success may not 
come over the length of the first 
season and that if it doesn’t they 
should have faith and hang in 
because eventually it will come. 

‘That is not negative. It is just 
sensible. 1 wish them luck, as T 
do all the other clubs. 


Australia News 


Stanmore Hawks 
Youth League 
Division One Trials 


Dates: 
Starting from 
Wednesday 14th October 1998 & every 
Monday and Wednesday thereafter 
Venue: 


TASKER PARK 


(PHILLIPS St, CANTERBURY) 


Times: 
6.00pm — 8.00pm 
Ages: 
Grades 13s, 14s, 15s, 16s 


FoR MORE INFO CONTACT 
Sam SkonTos ON 


(0413) 872 808 


Leo Harris ON 


(0417) 678 607 


WELL-DONE VEL 


By John Economos 


elimir Kupresak (right), Sydney 

United’s durable and reliable central 

marker, makes his 200th match appear- 

ance in the Ericsson Cup on Saturday 
night when he leads his side into battle against 
Marconi at the Marconi Stadium. 

Marconi are hosts to Sydney United and both 
sides over the years have provided an excellent clash. 
Easily one of the League’s most consistent defend- 
ers, the Sydney United captain has also knocked up 
ten sterling years of service for United since arriving 
at the Club from Victoria’s State League side St 
Albans. 

“Marconi is a great club and our clash on Saturday 
night should be very special,” the 34 year old centre- 
back told ABSW last night. 

Kupresak respectfully acknowledged: “Marconi 
has many fine players, especially their former South 
Korean international Pan Kuen Kim. He is an excel- 
lent player. 

“T believe that Saturday's match will be full of 
action, especially as it really is a local derby. 

“Neither team had a win on the weekend so that 
both will be flat out looking for their first victory of 
the new season,” ended Kupresak.. 

Sydney United’s player-coach and former intema- 
tional striker David Mitchell, saluted Kupresak for 
his long service at United. 

“Veli is a coach’s dream player and a thorough 
professional. 

“He inspires all the lads at our Club through per- 
sonal example and I'll be very happy for him on 
Saturday night, more so if we manage to beat 
Marconi,” ended Mitchell. 

Marconi’s four Australian internationals, (Mark 


MARCONI STADIUM 


THIS SATURDAY NIGHT 


KICK-OFF 7PM 
EARLY GAME — 5PM 


Babic, Dominic Longo, Brad Maloney and Kris 
Trajanovski) will all be back on deck on Saturday 
night . 

Following Marconi’s shock 3-2 loss in Brisbane, 
coach Frank Farina is expected to make some slight 
changes to his line up for the big match against 
Sydney United. 


Munro 
gets his 
man 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


ippsland Falcons coach Stuart Munro 
has finally got his striker with a bit of 
presence, 


Marko Perinovie, from Canberra Cosmos, was 
signed last Friday and went straight into the line-up 
for Sunday's opening game against South 
Melbourne. 

Munro (right) [i 
was happy with |™ 
Perinovic’s debut 
performance. 

“I thought he 
did very well 
considering he's 
only trained with 
the players once” 
said Munro, 

“He's a strong. 
boy, but the one 
thing I want to be £ 
careful of what we did early on, was trying to play 
the long ball to often. 

“He's there as an option, he’s there to attack the 
ball when the crosses come in, he’s not there to be 
target man as far as long balls are concemed. 

“That’s something we'll be working on in the 
next couple of weeks, I've got 
him in there to use his 
strength and bring other peo- 
ple into the game, I thought he 

" ig 


with Perinovic on Sunday. 
“You've got take to the 
chance. We're very thin on 
the ground as far as strikers 
are concemed. 

“We lost a striker late in 
the pre-season build up and 
we were left short so we had 
todo something about it.” 
‘There was more good news 


for the Falcons with the re- 
signing of Olyroo defender 
Levent Osman. 

Osman, back from trials in 
England and Turkey, went 
straight into the line-up for the 
South Melbourne game. 


eanwhile, Tansel 
Baser's moye to Turkish 

club Trabzonspor is off. 
Baser arrived back in 
Melbourne last week, and 
South Melbourne coach Ange 


Postecoglou is very happy to 
David Mitchell have him back. 
- “As far as we're concerned, 


wr. 
Brad Maloney 


MARCONI is prouaty ee w BRESCIA 


Tansel will be with us until 
we here otherwise” said 
Postecoglou on Baser’s situa- 
tion. 

“He was disappointed that 
things didn’t work out, I was 
disappointed because I like 10 
see these guys” careers kick- 
ing on. 

“He's rapt to be back and 
T'm rapt to have him back, If 
it means we keep him here 
until the 2000 Olympics, I'll 
be more than happy. 

“At his stage, he's going to 
remain with us for another 
couple of years” said 
Postecoglou. 


Mile Sterjovski 
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_ Australian News 


FARINA RELEASES 
HIS NEW BOOK 


Previewed by Soccer Weekly's John Economos 


rank Farina (right), one of Australia’s best ever 
flank-goalscoring internationals, has officially 
launched his new book ‘My World Is Round’, ‘My 
World Is Round’ is Farina’s entertaining and most 

informative 180 odd page documentation that traces his most 

illustrious career that makes for compelling reading. 

‘As one unfolds through the 16 chapters of this well written 
book, the Soccer fan soon discovers that it is very colourful, 
explicitly honest, (Farina style), as well as being highly 
informative. 

‘The book is passionately and powerfully patriotic whilst 
simultaneously a refreshing flavour of directness is sustained 
throughout, (again ala Farina style). 

In ‘My World Is Round’ the fabulous Farina chronicles 
aspects of his own game, his family.winning at the age of 16 a 
scholarship to enter the AIS at Canberra, travel escapades with 
Blanco, Scheinflug and Australian squads, the 1986 World Cup 
campaign, the Seou! Olympics, his stay at Belgium, the Aussie 
national squads from 1989 through to 1995, his playing stints in 
Italy and France and finally his ultimate return to Australia to 
take over the coaching reins of Queensland’s Brisbane Strikers 
and gloriously guide them to their first ever national League 
championship. 

Ghosted by Brisbane based and meticulous writer Bonnie 
Mersiades, this excellent Soccer book is published by Vox- 
Peritus. 

‘My World Is Round’ is Farina’s very first book., but most 
hopefully not the last. 

When contacted last night, Farina said: “At first I was not too 
keen on the idea, but Bonnie talked me into doing it. 

“Now that it is finished, released and on sale nationally, I'm 
glad J listened to her. 

“J have, as you can imagine, many memories from my 
extensive playing career, both at club level and playing for 
Australia in the Olympics and at World Cup level. My book 
covers many subjects including the highly controversial and 
expensive Stewart Report, the Olympic Games, my days under 
Eddie Thomson and Frank Arok, many players and Players’ 
Agents. 

“Tt took us over 12 months to put everything together with 
Bonnie, and I hope the Soccer fans like it,” ended the coach of 
Marconi. 

‘And at 34 years of age, the one and only fabulous Frank 
Farina is today the youngest coach of a senior squad in 
‘Australia's National Soccer League, 

Arguably one of Australia’s very best, and certainly one.of the 
most mobile players to have donned the ‘Green and Gold’ for 
Australia, Farina’s book has much to say and much to entertain. 

Farina in his playing days brought huge glory and credibility 
to Australian Soccer in the international arenas. 

He was the very first Australian to have broken into the tough 
ranks of Italy's Serie A with Bari in the 80s. 

It was a spectacular goal Farina scored in 1988 that enabled 
Australia to scramble out of jail against New Zealand and 
qualify for the Seoul Olympics, 

‘My World Is Round’ records much ground with fond 
nostalgia. 


MT DRUITT TOWN RANGERS 


SOCCER CLUB 
1999 Season Trials 


Youth League Trials Division 2 
held at 


POPONDETTA PARK 


Popondetta Road, Emerton 


Sunday 
18th & 25th October 


Times: 
Under 13s — 9.00am 
Under 14s — 10.45am 
Under 15s — 12.30pm 
Under 16s — 2.15pm 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION RopD STEVENSON 


Farina wore the ‘Green and Gold’ in 37 full A internationals | 


and scored 10 valuable goals. He also played in 31 other 
internationals plus made 13 appearances for the Australian 
Youth team. 

In total Frank Farina played 86 times for Australia, including 
World Youth Cup in 1983, the 1986, ‘90 and ‘94 World Cup 
campaigns, plus other internationals before retiring from the 
international arenas five years ago. 

Married to Julie, his sweetheart from teenage days, the 
Farinas have two children Jordan 6 and Tyler 3 and have now 
settled in the picturesque southern suburb of Sydney, Sylvania. 

Frank Farina was an Australian sporting hero and champion 
who excelled in our game at all levels. 

“My World Is Round’ methodically unfolds to the reader for 
the first time, this sporting champion’s career and significant 
experiences. 

‘The book was officially launched at a special function last 
month at Club Marconi. 

Retailing at just $24.95c, this fabulous book would make for 
an appreciative Christmas gift. 

Don’t miss it. It’s a great read. 


SUPER YOUTH 
LEAGUE 1999 


TRIALS 


“Grade 13 and 14 
Sunday 18 Oct — 4.00pm 
Tuesday 20 Oct — 6.30pm 
Tuesday 27 Oct — 6.30pm 


Grade 15 and 16 
Wednesday 21 Oct — 6.30pm 
Friday 23 Oct — 6.30pm 
Sunday 25 Oct — 4.00pm 


TEMPE RESERVE 


Holbeach Ave, Tempe 


For FuRTHER Enquiries RING 


@ (02) 9558 5355 


ydney Olympic officials are expecting 

a crowd of 12,000 plus to turn up at 

Belmore Sports Ground for 

Olympic’s first home game of the 
season against the visiting Brisbane Strikers, 
Kick off is set down for 6.30pm. 

Both teams won their Round One matches 
last weekend and will be most eager to build on 
that with another success. 

John Kosmina, Brisbane Strikers’ newly 
signed coach, refused to be carried away 
following his team’s shock 3-2 win over 
Marconi last Saturday night at Brisbane's, 
Suncorp Stadium. 

‘The former Australian World Cup captain 
told Soccer Weekly last night: “I'm certainly 
not getting carried away with our win against 
Marconi no matter how satisfying it was. It's 
no good winning one week then throwing it 
away the next, 
| “We must go on with it and I really expect a 
| good game with a big crowd as both us and 
Olympic are coming off good wins. I have no 
injuries at the moment, 
| “Olympic has always played an open 

attacking style of game and I expect them to do 

the same on Sunday.” 

Olympic who have recruited well during the 
off season were a trifle lucky last Friday night 
in their 0-2 victory over the League’s newly 
admitted club the Northern Spirit, in front of a 

| record crowd of almost 19,000 at North Sydney 

Oval. 

Since the Club was privatised at the end of 
| last season, expectations are now very high at 
Sydney Olympic. 

The ‘Five White Knights’, spearheaded by 
the giant Ford dealer magnate, Nick Politis, 


_ FOR BELMORE 


that have taken control of Olympic, have also 
injected more than $1 million cash into the 
Club's coffers, plus have a pencilled in season- 
budget currently running at $2.4 million. 

Two tickets to the Ricky Martin (right) 
Sydney concert will be drawn at the match this 
‘Sunday, which is added incentive to get down 


Olympic’s ambitious coach Branko Culina, 
will be minus his robust attacking midfielder 
Adem Poric. The recently returned from 
England Poric, together with the Spirit's 
central marker, Mark Rudan, was sent off 
following a dust up in last Friday’s clash after 
only 15 minutes. 

It’s almost certain that Poric's vacant shirt 


| and bring some friends for a great night. 


HAJDUK 
WANDERERS 


SOCCER CLUB INCORPORATED} 


SOCCER CLUB 
1999 Season Youth 
League Trials 


HAROLD READ PARK, GIRRAWEEN ROAD, 
GIRRAWEEN 
u/13 — MONDAY 19 & 26 OCT 
MONDAY 2 & 9 NOV 


6.30PM SHARP 
Generar Enquiries Contact 
Charles Abi ia (B) 9757 2906 
«M) © 1525 908 
Peter Jaksic (H) 9726 0720 


will be filled by the sprightly 
and mobile 18 year old Jason 
Culina, who came on late in 
the second half last Friday 
night to replace striker 
Norman Tome. 


Olympic’s star-studded 


midfield trio of Brett Emerton, 
Mark Brennan and Jason 
Culina is sure to provide 
plenty of action as well as fire- 
power in front of goal. 


But the Queenslanders’ 


midfield quartet of mobile 
Sean Cranney, the highly 
energised Kasey Wehrman, 
Chay Hews and Jeromy Harris, 
will force respect, 


Despite not getting himself 


on the scoresheet, intelligent 
striker Andy Harper played 
dominant role in Brisbane's 
victory over Marconi, as did 


U/14 — TUESDAY 20 & 27 OCT captain and sweeper, the classy 
TUESDAY 3 & 10 NOV Glen Gwynne who marshalled 

U/15 — WEDNESDAY 21 & 28 OCT his defence extremely well. 
WEDNESDAY 4 & 11 NOV Olympic’s Chris Kalantzis, 
U/16 — THURSDAY 22 & 29 OCT could have his hands full 
THURSDAY 5 & 12 NOV accommodating Sean 
ALL SESSIONS COMMENCING Cranney’s power and pace. 
Kalantzis has been in 


scintillating form and scored 
Olympic’s first goal last 
Friday night, 


E? week Soccer Weekly's Rebecca 
‘Stanton fires the questions to an Australian 
Soccer identity. This week is Carlton’s inspira- 
tional captain, Andrew Marth (pictured 
below). 


1; What is it about soccer that you love 
the most? 
The competition 


2: If you were not a soccer player what 
would you be? 
Aussie Rules Footballer 


3: Who is the best player in the world? Best 
in Australia? 
Zidane (France), Moreira (Carlton) 


4: Outside of the game, what do you like 
doing? 
Fishing and boating 


5: What is your most embarrassing moment 
in Soccer? 
Losing my first grand final 


6: Describe your fashion sense, 
quality 


; Laer 
: Describe Eddie Krncevic’s fashion sen: 
Unusual 


8: What is one good reason for new fans to 
come to see Carlton? 
Attractive, fast soccer 


9: Who is your ideal woman? 
My wife 


10: What is your favourite ground in 
Australia? 
Optus Oval 


11: Favourite holiday destination and why? 
Port Douglas, b/c of the weather and 
beaches 


12; Favourite TV show and why? 
Seinfeld, just cracks me up 


13: If you were Prime Minister for a day, 
what would you do? 
Give everyone a day off, and encourage 
everyone to watch soccer 


14: Where will you be in twenty years? 
On a beach fishing with my wife 


15; Complete this sentence... Love i 
What you make it. 


Thanks Andrew and good luck for the 


Ericsson Cup season. 


MOUNT PRITCHARD 
FEDERATION SOCCER CLUB 


oS 1999 Youth 
V3) league Trials 


are being held at 
STANWELL OVAL, ASHCROFT 
Sunday 18th October 
Saturday 24th & 31st October 
Saturday 7th November 
Under 13 — 9.00am 
Under 14 — 11.00am 
Under 15 — 1.00pm 
Under 16 — 3.00pm 
Enquiries: 
Santo Cartasiano 9602 2363 
A/Hours 
Sue Hartas 9673 4939 


Aussie Youth Soccer. 

Westfields Sports High defeat- 
ed a combined Under 15s/Under 16s 
Leeds United team five goals to 
three in the first tour match of their 
European tour. The match was 
played in Leeds last Thursday 8 
October. 

The Aussie boys had been inspired 
that morning after watching Leeds’ first 
grade team train at the magnificent 
Boston Spa complex. The skills and 
star-qualifier of Harry Kewell, Jimmy 
Floyd Hasselbaink and Lee Sharpe will 
long live in the memory. 

Shane Candell-Sherriff put the 
Aussie boys in the lead in the 7th 
minute picking up a rebound from a 
Brad Groves free kick. 

The next 15 minutes provided skillful 
open and attacking football from both 
sides. In the 23rd minute Leeds 
equalised off a header from a corner. 
Half-time was 1-1. 


Px: once again of the powr of 


WESTFIELDS BEAT 
LEEDS 5:3! 


Westfields then produced a magical 
opening 15 minutes to the second half, 
scoring four goals to secure the result. 

The first came from a good run and 
shot from Candell-Sherriff. 

A third goal was put in by Troy Stone 
after a good Peter Giusissevich shot. 

A 30 metre dipper from Arthur 
Saginian gave the Aussies a surprise 
liead and the final goal was an excel- 
lent finish from a Westfields striker. 

Leeds United then scored their last 
two goals in the final ten minutes. 

Next stop is London for a game 
against Fulham. 

It should also be noted that the lads 
are paying for this tour themselves, 
which is a great effort. 

Thanks must also go to Westfields 
High for helping to arrange the tour and 
the clubs involved overseas. 

Soccer Weekly will try to get more 
information on this tour in coming 
weeks. 


Frank Farina's personal playing 
history, My world /s round, 
is one of the most significant 
books on Australian football 
to date. 


"Frank Farina's book tells a unique story for an Australian. That of a 
man with an ambition to go on and be the very best at his chosen 
sport - in this case football .... To any young Australian whose 
aspirations are to play in Europe at the highest level, it can do 


nothing but give inspiration.” 


Tony Moran, The Farr Post fanzine 


“Every parent or coach should buy this book for their children or 
players ... It's an honest, well-written and appealing account, as only 


Frank could do it." 


Johnny Warren 


“Frank Farina certainly doesn't let his supporters down in this 


account of his life in football." 


Roger Sleeman, Soccer Time magazine 


Frank Farina 
My world is round 


Available now for only $24.95 from Angus & Robertson, Dymock's, 
Myer, Mary Ryan, Big W and other good book stores 
(and good sports stores in Queensland). 


oe 
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s the new national league season 
commences, I have made it my 
mission to inform the human 
population (especially the female 

of the species) on exactly who attention 

should be focused on in the forthcoming 
football year. 

One thing is certain — girls you can forget 
Manpower as there is plenty to look at on the 
Ericsson Cup stage (and at a far better price 
mind you!) 

Who to took for you ask? Well, let’s begin 
with the newest addition to the League — 
Northern Spirit. I have to say they have done 
quite a good recruiting job — with players like 
Paul Bilokapic and Michael Cunico (last 
week's Soccer Weekly ‘Cover Boy’) to pull in 
female crowds, the team is assured of success! 

Although many will haye spotted the ex- 
Sydney United captain (Bilokapic) in previous 
Ericsson Cup campaigns most will not have 


heard of 19-year-old Michael. 

However, I am sure that by the end of the 
season this gorgeous specimen will have been 
put under every woman's microscopic eyes and 
will be as popular as viagra is on the 
pharmaceutical market! 

He is an extremely talented and also 
handsome young man who could well become 
the Fabio of football! 

Sydney Olympic have also made some 
quality signings in Pablo Cardozo and Adem 
Poric. Cardozo’s South American Elvis style 
good looks make hearts flutter in stands all 
over Australia and Mr Poric’s character and 
great accent are sure to win him many admirers 
this season, Together with last season 
favourites Adam Ciantar and the Carle brothers 
(whose isolated hip moving goal celebrations 
have left many a female gawking), I am 


- 


He? ce 


convinced female Olympic supporters will 
have plenty to cheer about! 


Compiled by Aidan Ormond 


‘ou have got to hand it to Wollongong Wolves. They 
really are getting to the bottom of the problem of 


promoting soccer on the South Coast, and coming up 
with some interesting and innovative ideas. 

The club has just finished shooting its own television 
commercial featuring players such as Fijian international Esala 
Masi, Les Pogliacomi, Michael Brooks, Sebastian Sinozic, 
Socceroo Alvin Ceccoli and the ‘king of the south coast soccer’, 
Matt Horsley. 

This advertisment will tie in with the lead-up to their first 
home game, at Brandon Park, against Adelaide City on 
November 1. 

And in a promotion with radio 1.98FM and the Mercury 
newspaper, fans are asked to ‘Guess the Buns’. No, this is not 
some Easter promotion, rather, the fans have to match the face 
with the backside! The club's media officer Michael Brooks 
assured Soccer Weekly that the players will have their red 
Wolves kits on during this promotion. 

On the field and last week the club was happy to announce 
that they had finally officially signed Kosta Salapasidis. 

The player was reportedly very happy and “relieved” that this 
long-running saga had finally reached closure. 


eanwhile down in Canberra, Cosmos’ new captain Ivan 
Zelic has been receiving plenty of attention, Not only is his 


| surname synonymous with quality, but Ivan is also the all-time 


Oh, and let us not forget Tom Pondeljak | 


(above) of the Melbourne Knights, he is not 
only speedy, he is also extremely sexy (or 
maybe that should read spicy)! And if he 
scores as many great goals as i the previous 


season we are assured plenty of Pondeljak | 


coverage on television —which is brilliant 


news! However, this dark-haired blue eyed | 


Adonis has some competition this year from up 
and coming youngster Mijo Trupkovie — who is 
certain to give Tommy boy a run for his 
money! 

‘And if one is game enough to travel to the 
Bossley Park stallion camp they will come 
across many stallions in need of taming! Mauro 
Van Cuylenberg, Sean Babic (left) and 
Christian Care all provide plenty to look at, 
within the fold of Marconi Stadium, as they 
balance great soccer skills with equally great 
‘g00d looks! One thing is for sure ~ no Marconi 
match will be boring this year! 

But hey, let us not get too carried away with 
the great exterior qualities the guys possess. It 
is fairly obvious, to even the untrained eye, that 
they know how to play football — and play it 
well mind you, (which adds to their appeal) 
with a few being called up for various 
Australian national teams. 

On a parting note, I think I should also 
remind the feminine world that there is also a 
lot of potential off the pitch. A quick glance 
around the stands at half time might enable you 
to spot out the talent, many being friends of 
players. 

So, just keep your eyes peeled and enjoy the 
football! % 
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youngest player to captain an NSL side. Coach Rale Rasic was 
happy to announce that the player is handling the attention 
“magnificently” and is looking forward to a great year with the 
club from the nation’s capital. 


nglish Premiership club West Ham have signed a three-year 
(deal for Australian midfielder Michael Ferrante. 

‘The Under-21 international will not join the London club until 
December when his commitments with the Australian Institute of 
Sport end, 

Hammers chief executive Peter Storrie said: "We are grateful 
to the institute for their help in securing Ferrante's signature. 

“We have paid a nominal fee for his services and believe him 
to be a star in the making.” Let's hope John Hartson doesn’t 
welcome him like he did with Berkowitz last week! 


larlton SC announced a fantastic new service for soccer 
lovers in the South Eastern suburbs. 

The club has chartered a double-decker bus to service the 
growing band of supporters from this soccer crazy part of 
Melbourne. 

Soccer supporters can catch the bus to and from the game, for 
just $5 for adults and $2 for children under 16years. The bus will 
pick up from various points in Mel’ourne. 

Carlton also announced the appointment of Stephen Hargitay 
and Roger Angell as directors of the club. The announcement 
was made at the 1998/99 Guernsey Presentation, attended by 


Parramatta City 


Soccer Club 


State Youth League 
Under 13, 14, 15 & 16 Trials 
Commencing: 


Monday 19th & 26th October 1998 


Redbank Reserve, Northmead 
Call our efficient Convenors: 
Jim Malcolm 9634 1560 
or Terry Oakley 9899 9313 
Senior coaches also required for 
State League teams 
Call: Con Kanelis 0418 618 310 


Australian News 


a 
Pretty soon all of Wollongong's females will be able 
to guess the buns of Michael ‘Brooks and other 
Wolves stars. 


over 200 supporters, 

Stephen Hargitay is the Managing Director of Go Parking, 
and is a long time soccer supporter, is on the board of the 
Doncaster Rovers Soccer Club and has spent time with English 
club Arsenal 

Roger Angell is the Managing Director of Monsanto 
Australia, and a former player playing with English club, 
Ipswich Town. 

Chairman Jack Reilly commented on the appointments; “This 
is a terrific appointment for the Carlton Soccer Club. Both 
Stephen and Roger have extensive soccer experience and 
business expertise, which will greatly benefit Carlton.” 

Furthermore, all Carlton Soccer Club players pledged their 
support for Amnesty International, by signing the UDHR book, 
which aims to collect 10 million signatures by 10 December 
1998. It’s a worthy cause and well-done to Carlton for 
Supporting this. 


SMYRNIS & CO 


Solicitors and Public Notary 


@ Are you in trouble with the Federation and 
have to appear before one of their tribunals? 


@ Do you have a dispute with your current 
Club/Team? 


@ Do you need assistance in relation to your 
contract negotiations with a soccer club? 


If your require assistance in relation to any of 
the above then please call Mr Andrew Smyrnis 
who has over 15 years experience in 
appearing before tribunals and assisting 
players, coaches and clubs in relation to their 
contract matiers. 


@ Please feel free to call us for an obligation 
free quote on these and all your legal needs. 


Smyrnis & Co 


@ 91 Glebe Point Road, 
GLEBE 

Tel: (02) 9552 6288 

Fax: (02) 9660 7349 

@ ist Floor, 196 Stacey St, 
BANKSTOWN BONDI JUNCTION 

Tel: (02) 9793 8788 Tel: (02) 9388 0222 

Fax: (02) 9793 9033 Fax: (02) 9660 7349 


@ ist Floor, 2-6 Regent St, 
KOGARAH 

Tel: (02) 9522 6288 

Fax: (02) 9660 7349 

@ {st Floor, 83 Bronte Rd, 


ABSW 
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Australian News 


THE WRIGHT WAY TO WIN 


sudden death diving heading from veteran 
striker Danny Wright gave reigning 
premiers Brisbane City a hard fought 2-1 
win in the Queensland Cup final at 
Suncorp Stadium on Saturday night, 

Wright's winner two minutes into the second period 
of extra time also provided Brisbane City with their first 
win over Brisbane Lions this season and avenged their 
Grand Final loss last month: 

‘The match, played as a curtain-raiser to the Brisbane 
Strikers-Marconi clash, featured three send-offs and 
several bookings from referee David Dwight. 

Lions’ hard working midfielder Roy Huth was the 
first to be red-carded six minutes from half time after 
receiving his second bookable offence within seven 
minutes for a late tackle, 

Lions’ suffered an early blow midway through the 
first half when skipper Frank Mengotti had to be 
replaced with nippy striker Warren Allen after a 
sickening head clash. 

Both sides had opportunities to break the deadlock 
which finally arrived midway through the second half 
when City midfielder Damian Waugh tapped in from 
close range after Lions’ keeper Rob Farrow failed to 
hold a powerful striker from Chris Slater (right), 

The goal came after both times were reduced to ten 
men after City’s Mark Battistin was sent off 15 minutes 
after the resumption following. an incident in backplay. 

The final which was so tight was not played in the 
customary final’s football atmosphere with both sides 
willing to throw men forward in attack. 

City were on top and looked set for victory until a 
costly blunder by City keeper Danny Duke let Lions in 
for the equaliser, 


D Waugh 71m, 
D Wright 17m extra-time 


at Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane 


Brisbane City ............2 Brisbane Lions .............1 


Starr 74m 


Duke jumped to gather in a simple take just inside his 
penalty area when Lions' midfielder Steve Starr 
challenged from the side catching Duke by surprise to 
win possession. “ 

The ball fell loose from Duke’s hands enabling Starr 
to slide on the ground and slot the equaliser home into 
an empty net, 

Lions’ suffered their second and the final’s third 


BRISBANE CITY 


send-off one minute from normal time when Allen got 
his marching orders for a vicious late tackle on City 
midfielder Mark Jenkins. 

With both sides tiring noticeably in sudden death, 
City dominated the first period of extra time and missed 
wrapping up the final twice when Wright missed an 
open goal after being set up in front by Slater and again 
when he missed with only Farrow to beat just before the 
break. 

However, Wright made up for his costly misses just 
after the resumption of the second period of extra time 
when he dived brilliantly to head home a cross from 
Waugh for the winner. 


ILLAWARRA SOCCER 


Fairytale Win 
for Underdogs 


‘arilla Wanderers won the ICU First 
Division Conferences Soccer Grand 
Final with a 1-0 score over Woonona at 
a packed Creham Park at Cringila, 

The only goal of the match was scored by 
defender Robert Hernandez, well placed to head a 
fine cross from Vito Gaudiosi into the net. 

‘Coming from fifth position on the competition 
table Warilla had to survive tough games in the 
Semi Finals and Finals with extra time involved to 
teach the Grand Final. Coach Manuel Leon was 
always confident and never lost faith in his players, 
telling them it is possible to go “all the way”, no 
matter who is the opponent, 

His squad is made up of; George Gueverra 
(goalkeeper), Robert Hernandez, Nick Tranceski, 
Tom Cabanas, Richard Vidal, Michael Buchanan, 
Vito Gaudiosi, Robert Serritti, Robert Gueverra, 
Marcos Sanchez, Dough McMillan plus several 
youngsters from the youth team as substitutes on 
the bench. 

On their way to the Grand Final Warilla 
Wanderers defeated Balgownie 3-0, Western 
Suburbs 3-0 and Shoalhaven City 4-2 in extra time 
(playing for 2 hours with 30 minutes additional time 
after a 2-2 score at normal match time). Mainstayers 
in his team are veterans Tom Cabanas and Richard 
Vidal, who are well-supported by the younger team 
members and play maker Marco Sanchez who had 
experience playing overseas. 

The side contains a pair of brothers ~ George and 
Robert Gueverra, one is the goalkeeper, the other a 
siriker with a keen eye for goal. 


DON’T WAIT UNTIL 2000 TO SHARE THE 


O LY M P I C EXPERIENCE 


Peter Tsekenis 


BELINMORE OVAL 


SUNDAY OCTOBER 18 


KICK-OFF 6.30PM 


PLUS PRE-MATCH 


LIVE BAND 


YOUTH LEAGUE 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC v OAS 


KICK-OFF 4.00PM 


Proudly supported 6g CHILD FLIGHT 
and SONY MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT 


COME AND SEE EMERTON (OLYMPIC|GAMES CAPTAIN) 
TSEKENIS, PORIC, CARDOZO, TOME AND 
THE REST OF THE PLAYERS STRUT THEIR STUFF. 


Sean Cranney 


MATILDAS' 


AUSTRALIA . oped 
(Natalie Thomas 4m, , 55m, grande 
19m, 59m, Anissa Tann-Darby 28m, Chery! 
Salisbury 29m, 58m, 72m, 81m, 93m, Sharon 
Black 37m, 68m, 88m, 95m, Alicia Ferguson 44m, 
79m, Amy Taylor 50m, Alison Forman 66m, 
Joanne Peters 78m, Katrina Boyd 96m) 
AMERICAN SAMOA . 


he Matildas broke numerous records in 
demolishing American Samoa 21-0 in last 
Friday’s opening match of the Oceania 
World Cup Qualifiers in Auckland. 

‘The 21-goal scoreline is equal to a world record in 
international football, and the total of ten goalscorers in 
a game is believed to be the highest ever. It is 
Australia’s biggest scoreline by far, eclipsing the 13-0 
win over Fiji back in the 1983 Oceania Cup. 

Natalie Thomas became the first Australian player to 
score a hattrick on international debut. Thomas, from 
Broken Hill, was only called in to the team at the 
eleventh hour following the withdrawal of Sunni 
Hughes, H 

The Aussies obviously dominated the match 
throughout but were bustled off the ball in the first half 
by the eager and very physical American Samoans. 
Australia battled with the patchy surface which was 
dotted with large sand-filled shotput and hammer throw 
holes on the Mt Smart Stadium No 2 pitch which 
doubles as an athletics facility. The Matildas could have 
posted a much larger score if not for some very rushed 
shooting in the first period, many attempts underhit or 
given straight to keeper Lealofi Hollins. 

‘The match was actually American Samoa’s first ever 
international and they were taught a lesson in world 
football by the classy Matildas. It was soon clear they 
were poor technicians and the island nation was unable 
to produce a single shot on goal for the duration, barely 
setting foot into their attacking third of the field. 


AUSTRA 


AUSTRALIA 
(Sharon Black 8m, 18m, 22m, Lisa Casagrande 
28m, Cheryl Salisbury 66m, 67m, 86m, Katrina 
Boyd 92m) 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA . 


savee 


he Matildas won through to the semi-finals 
of the Oceania World Cup Qualifiers with’ 
their 8-0 victory over Papua New Guinea 
last Sunday afternoon in Auckland. 
Australia will continue to work hard over the three 
days before for the Thursday semi-final. The Matildas 
are expected to meet Fiji as runners-up in Pool A, with 
New Zealand likely to play PNG in the other semi-final. 
These placings will be confirmed in today's (Tue) 
Round 3 matches whilst Australia and NZ have the bye. 
The Matildas eight goals against PNG included a 
hattrick in each half, Sharon Black on fire in the opening 
22 minutes, with her second-half substitute Cheryl 
Salisbury straight into the action to take over the scoring 
midfielder’s role. The same two were the leading scorers 
in Friday's win, when Salisbury recorded five goals 
alongside Black’s four. 
Coach Greg Brown mixed up the team, hardly anyone 
from the first match doubling up for the second and 
everyone shuffled around in different positions to put 


WOMEN’S 
SOCCER TRIALS 


MARCONI FAIRFIELD 
WOMENS SUPER LEAGUE 1999 


TRIALS 
Wednesday 2151 October 
Friday 23nd October 
TIMES 7.30pm — 9pm 
WHERE Field N°2 (rear of Stadium) 
Contact 
Roy Kimber 9670 1753 A/H 


John Sevil 9484 6712 A/H 


WHEN 


IA WORLD CUP QUALIFIERS 


RECORD BREAKING WIN IN OPENER 


From the opening whistle, the Aussies were popping 
shots at goal, and a Cheryl Salisbury header hit the post 
inside the first minute, But it was Thomas who made a 
dream start to her international career, scoring the 
Matildas’ opening goal in the 4th minute. A switching 
ball forward from Sharon Black on the left was laid off 
neatly by Alicia Ferguson and Thomas burst in at pace 
to slot home from close range. 

At least six good chances went begging before the 
second goal was scored, including a Thomas headed 
attempt which hit the the upright. Finally in the 19th 
minute, fullback Amy Taylor made a break up the right 
wing and provided a short flat cross for Lisa Casagrande 
to place her strike inside the near post from 14 metres. 

More opportunities were wasted before the 28th 
minute when Anissa Tann-Darby put one away. A 
comer ball was fed back out to Taylor who floated her 
ross to the far post, Tann-Darby unmarked for an easy 
header. 3-0, Salisbury was getting frustrated with 
missing the target before finally she nailed a header 
from 14 metres in the next minute to finish off a 
Casagrande cross 4-0, 

‘Three minutes later, Thomas was the first to score 
two goals and it was a fantastic effort. Receiving the ball 
with her bnack to goal, the 20-year-old shot on the turn, 
the ball rocketing into the top of the net from just inside 
the 18-yard, 5-0. 

In the 37th minute, Thomas was grappling with a 
defender before Black stepped in and fired the loose ball 
first time from the edge of the box. 6-0 Striker Ferguson 
‘was over anxious to at last post her name on the scoreboard, 
and was on the spot to score from close range after the 
Keeper fumbled a Thomas cross. It was also Ferguson's first 
international goal. 7-0 and half-time. 

A feature of the second half was the succession of 
perfect crosses despatched sweetly from the boot of 
Taylor deep on the right into the far post. But five 
minutes in, it was she who scored the next goal herself, 
fa great shot on the tum under pfessure from her marker 


the rival Kiwis aff the scent. 

Papua New Guinea are the pick of the smaller nations 
and looked threatening very early into the game but it 
was not long before they needed to take on a totally 
defensive effort as Australia took over proceedings. 

Black gave Australia the lead in the 3rd minute in 
what is expected to be the hardest game before the final. 
A Traci Bartlett cross from deep on the right to the far 
post found Black running in on the blind side, with time 
to contro! before blasting into the top of the net from 14 
metres. 

The Aussie camp had early cause for concern as 
defenders Kristyn Swaffer and Sonia Gegenhuber were 
both shown the yellow card within the first ten minutes 
for foul tackles as PNG pushed forward. Swaffer's 
resulted in a 6th minute long range freekick to PNG 
which was sent sailing over the crossbar, and ended up 
being their only shot for the game. 

Australia soon settled to display some fine 
combinations, good one-touch play and understanding, 
and chances were created. Eighteen minutes in, and the 
lead was doubled. A Katrina Boyd cross from the right 
goalline was pulled down by Black and looped over the 
scrambling keeper. 

Four minutes later, Black was on target to post her 
hat-trick before midway through the first half. 
Gegenhuber despatched a cross from the right 
which was chested down by Black. She managed 
to stab her boot at the loose ball as the defender 
came in for the tackle, the ball finding its way to 
goal from 15 metres. 

Gegenhuber was again the provider in the 28th 
minute with a pinpoint through ball which split 
PNG's square backline, Lisa Casagrande was too 
fast for the defence and was unchallenged as she 
drove her shot midheight inside the the near post 
from the left. Plenty more chances were creted 
but none found the target, and the Matildas went 
in at the break with a 4-0 advantage. 

For the first period of the second half, 
‘Australia’s play dropped away in standard and the 
performance was quite lacklustre. Salisbury then 
came off the bench and within seven minutes 
scored a much-needed goal. A 30 metre freekick 


from outside the 18-yard on the right. 8-0. Five minutes 
later, a goalmouth scramble ended with the ball fed back 
to Thomas who drove home from 15 metres for the 
historic hattrict. 9-0. 

Two minutes later, Thomas thumped the crossbar 
with a long range effort and Ferguson found the post 
with the rebound. Black went after the loose ball and 
was fouled inside the box, and Salisbury converted from 
the spot with the resultant penalty. 10-0. From the next 
kickoff, the ball was squared to Casagrande who made 
no mistake with her side foot from 9 metres. 11-0. 

‘The 66th minute saw Alison Forman convert a comer 
with a downward header. 12-0. And two minutes later, 
Black unleashed nother from the edge of the box. 13-0. 
Another four miautes, and Salisbury notched up her 
hattrick, slipping as she made her shot from 22 metres, 
the ball passing through a sea of legs before finding the 
net. 14-0, 

‘Substitute Joanne Peters hit a left footed curler from 
the right-hand comer of the 18-yard in the 78th minute. 
15-0. And from the very next play, Ferguson was 
successful with her strike from 12 metres. 16-0. Two 
minutes later, the keeper got her hands to Salisbury’s 
drive but the ball still found the goal, 17-0. 

Next it was Black’s turn to notch up her hattrick, 
scoring from the edge of the 6-yard with a defender in 
tow. 18-0. Salisbury put away her fifth for the game in 
stoppage time, on hand to put away the crumbs after a 
goalkeeper fumble. 19-0, Black scored with a drive from 
13 metres for her fourth, 20-0. And substitute Katrina 
Boyd added the final goal with a shot on the turn from 
14 metres. 21-0, 

“Job done - Next!” was the simple thought National 
Coach Greg Brown had to say after the match. “This 
was always going to be an easy game for us, and the 
only disappointment is that Shelley Youman got an 
injury which could put her out for the toumnament. It was 
good to see Natalie Thomas and Alicia Ferguson score 
their first international goals which will give them a lot 


LIA WINS THROUGH TO SEMIS 


was struck low at goal and straight through the keeper’s 
hands. Salisbury added yet another in less than a minute, 
Joanne Peters breaking up the left to end with a shot, 
and Salisbury sticking the ball away at full stretch after 
the keeper parried, 

Peters set up Salisbury again in the 86th minute with 
a perfect far post corner kick and Salisbury nailed the 
hattrick goal with a stunning diving header from close 
range. 7-0. Inside stoppage time, Katrina Boyd hit 
Australia’s eighth, completely unmarked to drive low 
from 16 metres. 

“T'm quite happy with today's game as it gave us an 
opportunity to field all the players who didn’t play 
Friday,” said National Coach Greg Brown. “The 
conditions were awful out there which meant we had to, 
concentrate a lot more.” 

“Papua New Guinea are the best of the island nations 
and I’m glad we were exposed to them so we'll be 
prepaed if that’s how it works out for the finals. It was 
also good to get in a tougher game going into the finals. 
To their credit, PNG do try and pressure. I think they'll 
give New Zealand a good game (in the semi).” 

“We're not used to the ball skidding around like it 
did, but it's something we'll have to adjust to,” Brown 
added. 

Australia - Kitching, Bartlett, Starr, Swaffer, 
Gegenhuber, Black (Salisbury 59), Peters, Forman 
(Tann-Darby 79), Boyd, Iannotta, Casagrande 
(Thomas 57), 


KIWIS SINK FiJI 
‘arlier in the day, New Zealand cemented first 
lace in Pool A with an easy 14-0 win over 
Fiji. In this their first World Cup campaign, Fiji 
were never in the running. Striker Pernille 
‘Andersen again spearheaded:the attack scoring 
seven, her second double hattrick in as many 
‘games, Fiji were further rocked by a suspected 
fractured arm to their number one keeper during 
the match. 


TUNE IN TO SBS 
BS-TV's Liz Deep-Jones will be travelling to 
‘Auckland to cover the World Cup Qualifiers 


WOMENS SUPER LEAGUE 1999 


RESERVE GRADE COACH 
* Responsible to head coach 
+ Current Level 2 Certificate (or currently undertaking) 
%* Send resume to soccer office 
* Closing Date 14th October 1998 


of confidence, 

Australia - Wheeler, Bartlett, Gegenhuber, Tann- 
Darby, Taylor, Black, Salisbury, Youman (Forman 34), 
Casagrande (Peters 72), Ferguson, Thomas (Boyd 72). 


NEW ZEALAND EQUALS 
WITH 21 


‘n the following game in Round One, Poo! A's New 
valand thrashed Samoa by the exact same scoreline as 
the Matildas had just posted. In also their first ever 
international, Samoa were completely overran by the Kiwis. 
Danish-born Pernille Andersen recorded a double 
hattrick in her international on home soil, whilst yeteran 
Wendi Henderson and Sacha Haskell scored four apiece. 
With the half-time score at 10-0, Michele Cox and 
Nicky Smith scored a double each, 


THE 21 CLUB 
P2 Matildas’ opening 21-0 result is equal to a world 
record international football ~ men ‘s and women’s, 
Not to be outdone, the Kiwis went and added their name 
to the history books in the very next game. 
9 Oct 98 


Oceania World Cup Qualifiers: 
Australia v American Samoa 21-0 
9 Oct 


Oceania World Cup Qualifiers 
New Zealand v Samoa 21-0 
28 Aug 98 
CONCACAF World Cup Qualifiers: 
Canada v Puerto Rico 21-0 
5 Dec 97 


Asian Championships Japan vy Guam 210 
Dec 95 
Asian Championships China y Phillippines 21-0 


All the above are women’s internationals. The highest 
men’s scoreline is a 17-0 win to Iran over the Maldives 
in 1997. 


semi-finals and final, Make sure you tune in to SBS to 
catch the action as the Matildas strive for the prize of a 


berth to the 1999 World Cup. 
SEMI-FINALS 
‘Thursday 15 October 
4pm Australia vy Fiji or Samoa 
6pm. ‘New Zealand v Papua New Guinea or 
American Samoa 
FINALS 
Saturday 17 October 
12noon Playoff for Third 
2pm ‘Final 
NB - Times above are Auckland times. 
NZis AEST plus 3 hours. 
HEROFAXES 


i¢ Matildas need all the support they can ge from 
back home during these vital World Cup Qualifiers. 
The Socceroos’ shock loss to New Zealand last week in 
the final of the Oceania Nations Cup is such a timely 
reminder of what can happen in a crunch match against 
the Kiwis. Get behind the Matildas by sending your 
good luck messages to the Team as follows. 


WOMEN’S RESERVE 


GRADE COACH 
MARCONI FAIRFIELD 


FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT 
Roy Kimber 9670 1753 A/H 
John Sevil 9484 6712 a/H 
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RESULTS 
ROUND 1 


Northern Spirit 
Sydney Olympic 


Brisbane Strikers 
Marconi Fairfleld 


_ Carlton sc 
_ Wollongong Wolves 


Adelaide City 
Perth Glory 


South Melbourne 
Gippsland Falcons 


Sydney United 
Newcastle Breakers 


Canberra Cosmos 
Adelaide Sharks 


NEXT ROUND 


Friday 16 October 

Newcastle Breakers v Canberra Cosmos 
Breakers Stadium 8.00pm 

Saturday 17 October 

Marconi Fairfield v Sydney United 
Marconi Stadium 7.00pm 

Sunday 18 October 

Melbourne Knights v Wollongong Wolves 
Knights Stadium 3.00pm 

Adelaide Sharks v South Melbourne 
Hindmarsh Stadium 7.00pm 

Sydney Olympic v Brisbane Strikers 
Belmore Sports Ground 6.30pm. 

Perth Glory v Northern Spirit 

Perth Oval 3.00pm (ABC TV Game) 
Cariton v Adelaide City 

Optus Oval 3.00pm 

Bye: Gippsland Falcons 


Please note, these fixtures are 
supplied by Soccer Australia, and 
are correct at time of printing. 


changes. We accept no 
responsibility for any late changes 
to fixtures, or incorrect 
information supplied to us. 


ABSW 


ERICSSON CU 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 


By Mark Fowler 


somehow managed not to read the script. The 

smuch-heralded launch of the 1998-99 Ericsson 
Cup saw a crowd of 18,895 pack into North Sydney 
Oval — a new national league record for a regular 
season game, 

While everything went right off the pitch for the 
Spirit, with even the torrential rain on Friday night 
coming AFTER the full-time whistle, on the field a solid 
Olympic outfit just about deserved their win. 

The defining moment of the match came three 
minutes into the second half. A lovely one-two saw Sprit 
captain Robbie Slater break through, and although he 
got a poor bounce he managed to lift a left foot shot over 
goalkeeper Jim Kourtis. As the majority of the crowd, 
particularly the vocal Spirit fans at Spirit Point, got 
ready to célebrate, Olympic’s Peter Tsekenis appeared 
from nowhere to clear the ball off the line. 

Ten minutes later Olympic were two goals up, and 
effectively had the match sealed. 

Classy no.11 Chris Kalantzis scored the first goal of 
the match after 54 minutes, with a strike past the Spirit 
goalkeeper Paul Henderson. Kalantzis was a constant 
thorn in the Spirit’s side, and his battle with Slater was a 
real highlight. 

Just three minutes later a mistake by Henderson, 
playing his first NSL game, led to Olympic’s second. A 
through ball saw the big goalkeeper sliding out, but the 
ball broke free from his grasp, He was left stranded and 
was expertly chipped by striker Pablo Cardozo, lurking 
on the edge of the penalty area. 

Both teams at this point had already played for much 
of the game with ten men, after a clash between 
Olympic’s Adem Poric and the Spirit's Mark Rudan 
‘The clash saw players running in from all directions, but 


I: defeating Northern Spirit 2-0, Sydney Olympic 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 3 
MARCONI FAIRFIELD 2 
By Glenn Davis 


isbane Strikers gained sweet revenge over 

former coach Frank Farina’s walkout on the 

club last season with a comprehensive 3-2 win 

against Marconi in their season opener at Suncorp 
Stadium on Saturday night. 

Before a crowd of just over 6,000, Farina's departure, 

allegedly for a breach of contract by the Strikers, may 


not haye meant much to new coach John Kosmina, but it 
obviously did for some of the Strikers’ players. 

New Socceroo Kasey Wehrman exemplified the 
Strikers’ feeling racing towards the grandstand to 
complete his customary backilip right in front of Farina 
and the Marconi bench after he tucked away-the 
Strikers’ third goal from the penalty spot in the 71st 
minute. 

With both coaches under great pressure in their first 
games in charge of their new clubs, Kosmina won the 
night as the Strikers’ grand final winning form of two 
years ago returned. 


after peace was restored referee Simon Micallef had no 
option but to send the two players off. 

The fifteenth minute dismissal of the two players 
should have calmed things down, but a spiteful few 
minutes saw players diving in for tackles, with Kalantzis 
deservedly booked for a wild lunge a couple of minutes 
later, 

‘The first half saw few real chances, although in the 
few minutes leading up to the break Norman Tome 
could have done better than heading straight at 
Henderson from a Kalantzis cross, Right on the stroke of 
half time some Spirit fans thought Slater had given them 
the lead, but his sliding effort after a lovely far post 
cross by Ian Crook found the side-netting. 

After going two goals down it is to the Spirit's credit 


wren 
Ni 


STRIKERS’ SWEET REVENGE 


The victory was a sweet result for Kosmina, who 
predicted better things ahead for his side. 

“If you count the chances we had we slaughtered 
them,” Kosmina said. 

“We were a bit sloppy in the first half when we were 
balancing up but we corrected that after half time. 

“Overall I was very happy with the commitment, and 
in particular Reece Tollenaere who never stopped 
running and we can only get better.” 

The Strikers got off to a dream start when midfielder 
Jeromy Harris headed home a cross from Sean Cranney 


to give the homeside an early lead after just 11 minutes. 

Cranney was in the thick of the action in the first half 
with his dangerous crosses setting up many chances. 

Marconi hit back to draw level in the 15th minute 
after a costly mistake by the Strikers’ defence. 

The Marconi captain and Socceroo midfielder Brad 
Maloney pounced on a Strikers defensive error before 
Grilling a shot from 18m to keeper Clint Bolton who 
failed to hold it despite getting two hands to the ball. 

The Strikers clearly dominated the match with 
veteran Andy Harper, who later was awarded the club's 
man of the match award, missing narrowly with two 
chances within the space of two minutes of Marconi's 
equaliser. 

Marconi had a legitimate appeal for a penalty turned 


they didn,t let their heads drop, and a minute after 
Cardozo’s strike Eddie Bosnar cracked a long-range 
effort just wide. 

On the hour mark a goalmouth scramble saw Troy 
Cranney go close, although the former Brisbane Striker 
had a tough match patrolling the left hand side of 
midfield. 

Spirit introduced Daniel Watkins and Michael Cunico 
in an attempt to get something back from the game, and 
after 79 minutes they were unlucky not to pull a goal 
back, Cunico’s great strike from distance smacked 
against the crossbar with Kourtis beaten, and Clayton 
Zane could only head the rebound over the bar. 

‘That and a couple of other late efforts summed up 
Spirit’s day. With two minutes left a sweet volley from 
Crook went just wide, and in injury time a Kresimir 
Manusic drive went just past the post. 

While disappointed with the result, player/coach 
Graham Amold took heart with an 18-6 shot count in the 
Spirit’s favour, although he admitted he thought his 
teams crossing was “terrible”. 

“This game really came too early for us. I consider 
Olympic one of the real title aspirants and I would have 
much preferred to have played them at a later stage.” 

Ammold agreed that Tsenkis, clearance off the line was 
the turning point in the game, saying that he was already 
to celebrate a goa’ for his mate Slater until the Olympic 
captain performed his heroics. 

Olympic was well served by the dangerous front 
pairing of Norm Tome and Pablo Cardozo, while in 
midfield both Brett Emerton, and especially Mark 
Brennan, played well. However it was their defence, on 
paper where they looked the weakest, that got them the 
points, They looked solid at the back, which left the 
Spirit relying on long range efforts. 

For the Spirit, one suspects from a playing viewpoint 
they are glad to get this one out of the way. Much. 
attention was always going to be on the crowd, and they 
should find it easier now to concentrate on the soccer 
itself. There was e lot of pressure on all connected at the 
club, with Amold admitting he'd found the week leading 
up to the game tough, and he'd been a pain at home! 


Reece Tollenaere ... has continued his fine form 
from last year. 


WEEK 1 
9-11 OCTOBER 


On the field the defence struggled to keep the mobile 
Olympic forwards at bay, although Tan Crook showed 
his passing ability from the sweeper position, Kresimir 
Marusic took some time to find his feet, but looked more 
dangerous as the game went on. 

‘The positives off the field for the Spirit were there for 
all to see, and on the playing front neither Arnold nor his 
assistant Ian Gray will be slashing their wrists. The 
dismissals meant both teams had to restructure, and on 
another day Slater’s effort might have crossed the line. 

Arnie’s Army faces another tough battle next 
weekend away to the Perth Glory, who like Sydney 
Olympic, will not do the Spirit any favours. The game 
will be live on TV. 


down by Melbourne referee Eugene Brazzale when 
Strikers defender Steve Laybutt appeared to fell forward 
Francis Awaritefe, 

The Strikers gained a huge psychological edge just 
before halftime when Tollenaere outjumped the Marconi 
defence to head home a corner for a deserved 2-1 lead. 

Tollenaere, Harper and Chay Hews narrowly missed 
stretching the Strikers lead in a six minute burst in 
which the home side completely outclassed Marconi. 

Eventually the Strikers grabbed some breathing space 
midway through the second half when Wehrman scored, 
from the penalty spot after defender Mike Smith was 
nuled to have fouled Tollenaere in the box. 

Marconi set the match up for a thrilling finish seven 
minutes from time when a chip from midfielder Pan- 
keun Kim gave Awaritefe a simple header from close. 
range. 

Despite the late comeback, the Strikers withstood 
Marconi’s late charge to win deservedly. 
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CARLTON MARCH STRAIGHT TO THE TOP 


CARLTON 4 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 0 
By George Koukeris- 


on his mind. The young Socceroo delivered one 

of his most memorable performances by scoring 
a sensational hat- trick in a 4-0 Carlton demolition of 
Wollongong Wolves at Optus Oval on Sunday. 

‘The Blues moved straight into overdrive to go hard at 
the ball and wear out the defence, however the Wolves 
vigorously fought back in a showdown of strength to 
notch the first attack of the match, 

Scott Chipperfield delivered a timed through ball to 
Michael Brooks whose shot almost pierced the Carlton 
defence to fall just short of Dean Anastasiadis’ 
fingertips and deflected onto the crossbar and out of 

lay. 
si Carton rallied and fought back to successfully take 
the lead in the 15th minute, Lubo Lapsansky swung the 
ball in from the right flank and it fell in the slot for 
Simon Colosimo to head into the net. 

Wollongong threw everything at Carlton. A close 
shave in the 20th minute indicated their ability to cause 


Ss Colosimo certainly had no other intention 


concern the opposing camp but they just could not 
deliver the goods. 

The Blues were given a free ride midway through the 
first half as Referee Mark Shield awarded a penalty shot 
to new Brazilian recruit Alex Moreira. 

George Souris, the offending player, was surprised by 
the referee's decision, one which looked harsh. 

Moreira’s shot off the spot was bungled and missed 
by a mile in his second attempt from a rebounded ball. 

In the dying moments of the first half, Colosimo 
controlled a brilliant through ball from new captain 
Andrew Marth and tured to blast in his second past the 
helpless Leslie Pogliacomi. 

In the second stanza, the Blues marched straight for 
the top gear. Colosimo attained his hat-trick in the 47th 
minute, intercepting a defensive error in the six yard box 
to sneak the ball over the line. 

Carlton from then on were on a roll. They completely 
shut out Wollongong from even getting a sniff at the 
scoreboard. The midfield functioned magnificently in 
providing opportunities galore. 

The sign of instant co-ordination by the players was 
indicated in the 74th minute when Andy Vlahos drove 
down the left wing and switched the ball into the centre 
for the incoming Marco Bresciano and Moreira. The 
latter dived to head for goal with precision. 

Unfortunately linesman Senko Rastocic witnessed it 


from a different angle and signalled for offside and 
disallow the Brazilian his first NSL goal. 

Four minutes later, Carlton got it right with superb 
control as Marth delivered his through ball to Moreira 
and onto Bresciano with a light touch switched for 
Viahos on the run towards goal, and he finished with a 
divine touch, 

Wollongong Coach Nick Theodorakopoulos was 
clearly disappointed with the result although he praised 
his players efforts in the first half saying that his team 
“had them (the Blues) on the ropes for the first 20 
minutes”. 

He acknowledged Carlton's new recruits certainly 
gave the side that extra bite up front but dismissed the 
result indicated an exposed weakness of the Wolves, 

“We just were not able to finish the chances we 
created” an optimistic Theodorakopoulos said. 

Blues coach Eddie Krncevic was delighted with the 
performance of his men flying off to a great start in the 
season saying had they capitalised more effectively the 
result would have been much better. The win was more 
significant that it gave his players a great confidence 
boost. 

‘A modest Kmcevie insisted that jumping the gun so 
early would not be wise and their concentration must not 
divert from the task ahead of them, Next week they play 
Adelaide City at home. 


WEEK 1 
9-11 OCTOBER 
1998 


BLUES: ‘Anastasiadis, Atkinson, 
oe he, eee Viah 


COVENY THE SUPER-SUB DOES IT AGAIN 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 2 
GIPPSLAND FALCONS 1 
By Dwyght Tufnell 


Vaughan Coyeny goal nine minutes from time 
to see off Gippsland Falcons, 

‘The Falcons, after sustaining an onslaught in the first 
20 minutes, matched South for the rest of the game until 
Coveny popped up with South’s late winner. 

“Tt was very much what I expected, I said to the 
players before the players that we can always expect a 
tough game from Gippsland” stated South coach Ange 
Postecoglou. 

Gippsland certainly did that after a nervous start to 
the game, where their defence was under constant siege. 

‘They got back into the game and then even had the 
chance to go ahead. 

But it was South's blistering start which gave them 
the edge in the opening exchanges. 

A succession of corners that weren't dealt with any 
great authority meant that something had to give sooner 
or later, 

David Clarkson’s fifth minute inswinging comer was 
headed by Falcons skipper Jeff Hopkins into the path of 


Ris champions South Melbourne needed a 


Michael Curcija who calmly slotted into the net. 

Just a minute earlier and another South comer, Paul 
‘Trimboli had a shot that cannoned off the bar. 

But just when their defence looked like completely 
wilting under the strain, they began to find their feet. 

John Anastasiadis had the opportunity to give South a 
2-0 lead at half time but he shot straight at Bojo 
Jevdjevic after being released by Trimboli. 

Goran Lozanovski clipped the bar with a cross in the 
‘55th minute, and then it was South’s turn to look a little 
shaky. 

aR scar pass by Steve losifidis saw Archie Thompson 
run clear but he delayed his shot and Mike Petkovic 
saved at the Olyroo strikers feet, 

In the 69th minute the Falcons were rewarded with an 
equalising goal. 

Will Hastie played the ball through for midfielder 
Clayton Bell who showed Thompson how it should be 
done with a neat finish over the body of Petkovic, 

Falcons substitute, John Hutchinson, was in exactly 
the same position just four minutes later, but his shot 
went agonisingly wide of the left hand post. 

Gippsland continued to chase the three points and 
was punished for it. 

‘Trimboli found Clarkson who found Coveny with a 
terrific long ball, Coveny outpaced Hopkins, who then 
did well to force the Kiwi international to the goal-line. 

‘The Kiwi’s shot, from a tight angle, appeared to be 
misjudged by Jevdjevic as it found it’s way in off the 


upright. 

“We started very well and probably should have had 
a goal or two more” Postecoglou said. 

“T was a bit disappointed with the goal we conceded. 
I thought we were holding it pretty comfortably but we 
just had a lapse in concentration. 

“Tt wasn’t champagne football but we wanted to start 
with a win and we've done that.” 

A disappointed Falcons coach Stuart Munro said after 
the game that he felt his side paid South too much 
respect early on. 

“We started very poorly. They (South Melbourne) 
have got to be given respect, but we gave too much” 
said Munro. 

“T was pleased we came back into the game and once 
we got the goal and the thought we were capable of 
getting another goal. 

“But at the same time 1 was hoping I had the 
experience on the park not to let anything stupid happen, 
like what happened. 

“That type of thing is naive, it’s a type of thing you 
can’t afford to do against a team like South Melbourne, 
you get punsihed. 

“After getting ourselves back into the game, we just 
threw it away...very disappointing” concluded Munro. 

Munro also said there were plenty of positives to 
come out of the game and Postecoglou is very happy, 
even at this early stage of the season. 

“The difference between us and the other teams is the 


South Melbour thE, lositidis, de 
Amicis, Orlic, Clarkson, Panopoulos, 
Trimboli rec 83), Curcija (Coveny 
{oem 'sekinis 60), Baser, 


;» Anderson, 
Hopkins, Osman se 38), 


tai ge 70) 
BAR s (Hutchinson 46), Hastie. 
Soorers South i i ae 


Votes: 
3- Clarkson (SM) 
2-De Amicis (SM) 
1- Bell (GF) 


fact that I can throw on players like Vaughan Coveny, 
George Goutzioulis and Jim Tsekinis, not many other 
coaches in the league has that luxury” said Postecoglou 
who also had the likes of Con Blatsis and Jason Polak 
missing. 

“The fighting spirit that was there last year is still 
there and with the talent there the signs are good, we can 
still get better but we probably won't meet a more 
determined opponent than Gippsland” he ended, 


SHARKS SHOCK MEEK COSMOS 


ADELAIDE SHARKS 3 
CANBERRA COSMOS 1 
By Nick Guoth 


happy Manfred Schaeffer as his team, the 
Adelaide Sharks, came away with all 
the points on its visit to Canberra. 

Adelaide out-muscled Canberra and 
made less errors. They took advantage 
of their chances when they had to and 
Showed a lot of spirit throughout the 
game, 

‘The match was only 97 seconds old 
when a cross came to Hamilton Thorp. 
His header fell to the feet of Alex Duric 
6m out and a small deflection was enough 
to push the ball past big Vilson Knezevie for 
the opening score. 

For the small crowd with high hopes of a change 


I was a good start to the season said a 


BE 
plas 


from past seasons, this was not the way things 
should have started. Adelaide could have gone 
further ahead when a Richie Alagich cross ~ 
‘was met by Thorp only to find Knezevic 
in fine form. 

The Cosmos were able to get into the 
game a bit more, having finally settled 
down, and after ex-Canberran Alex 
Castro took out David Arrantz, 

Doug Marcina’s free kick 
found a lineup of 

Cosmos players to 

convert. Harry James was 

first to meet the ball and his header 

gave David Miller no chance. 

With five minutes left in the first 

half, John Gibson was left free on the 

edge of the box and when the ball fell 

to him after a goalmouth scramble, his 

low shot rocketed passed everyone and 
into the net. 

‘The second half saw the action mostly in the 

midfield. The only danger for either side came with 


Duric overlapping on the left side, but 
each chance he had was blazed over the 


Just under half an hour gone and 
Danny Burt spurned an excellent 
chance to tie up the score from a 
corner with Miller missing the ball 
completely. 

Unfortunately, his header went just 

» past the post. Then a few minutes 
= later, Peter Buljan was felled in the 
penalty area but all protests were 
waved off. 


With Adelaide shutting up shop in the last few 


minutes, a rare foray forward saw Danny Vidakovic beat 
the off-side trap and one-on-one put the ball past 
Knezevic to round out the scoring. 

Schaeffer had praise for a number of his players, 
especially those who hadn’t played much this season, 
singling out Hamilton Thorp as one of these. He said 
“Adelaide will win a few more away games this 
season.” 

Rale Rasic believed a number of his players did not 


MATCH STATS 
| _ CANBERRA COSMOS: Knezevic, James, 

Popovich, Burt, Wilson (Arrantz 13), Zelic, 
Marcina, Buljan, Clark, Musitano, Kelly. 

ADELAIDE SHARKS: Miller, Alagich, 
Castro, Kuzmanovic, Souris, Kokkinopilitis, 
Milosevic {Pezos 56), Thorp {Vidakovic 77), 
Poimer, Duric, Gibson. 

CAUTIONS: CC: Marcina (48), Kelly (87), 
‘Arranz (89) AS: Castro (50) 

SCORERS: CC: James (: se 

AS: Duric (2), Gibson (39), Vidakovic (90) 

REFEREE: €. Lennie 

CROWD: About 1200 

VOTES: 

3- Durie 

2-Alagich 

1-Burt 


come up to scratch and that both of his forwards were 
passengers throughout the match. He said “in patches 
there was some good football but not much of it was 
productive. We had lots of possession, but we could not 
convert.” 


SOCCTOBER 13 


SYDNEY UNITED 1 
NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 1 
By John Economos 


to a 1-1 draw by a courageous and 
inexperienced Newcastle Breakers at Edensor 
Park in a match that the young Novocastrians almost 
stole it in the end, 
Heroic for Neweastle 
was mobile striker 
Johnny Buonavoglia 
(right) who not only 
levelled the scoreline 11 
minutes into the second 
session, but could have 
hit the potential winner 
five minutes later. 
Busting a flat-footed 
United defence with his gq iif 
explosive pace, the é 
recent NSW Super 
League's Gold Medal 


Gon last Sunday were gallantly forced 


SMPTE 78a 


winner screamed away to a one on one situation with . 


United’s goalkeeper Andrew Crews flying off his line, 
Buonavoglia at full pace fluently sliced past Crews 
‘on the right side and still on the burst fired towards the 
empty target. But United’s sweeper Richard Plesa 
brilliantly salvaged the danger by clipping the on-target 
drive off the goal-line with a magnificent sliding save. 
Newcastle fielding no less than seven new players 
from last season’s starting line up , intelligently sat back 
in the first session, electing (o absorb all United could 
hurl at them whilst hoping to catch the home side on the 
break, 
Former Sydney Olympic midfielder Walter Ardone 


almost scored in the 14th minute after being set up by 
striker Mile Sterjovski, but Ardone’s angled low drive 
from just inside the box shaved the base of the left post. 

United drew first blood in the 34th minute when 
Sterjovski slammed a Steve Berry pass into the far left 
comer of the target. 


After the break Buonavoglia ignited Newcastle’s 
brave fightback by unleashing his explosive pace. 

Latching onto a clever through-ball, the former 
Leichhardt Tigers’ goal ace streaked away shredding 
behind him United’s flat defence on the left before 
exploding a lethal left footed low drive into the far 
comer of the target. : 

Before United could recover fully from this set back, 


seconds later Newcastle came perilously close to even 
stealing the lead when midfielder Tom Haythomnthwaite 
was just wide from the left. 

The Buonavoglia goal greatly stimulated Newcastle's 
adrenalin especially to the midfield quartet of Fouad 
Umlil, Robbie Shannon, Thornthwaite and Brad 
Wieczorek that gradually ground United into retreat. 


2 mi 

Highly experienced Scottish import Shannon, making 
his debut for the Breakers, finished the match with 
fabulous inswinging freekick plus blistered feet, whilst 
the young attacking Moroccan right midfielder Umlil, 
displayed fine vision and wise distribution whilst under 
pressure. 

Eleven minutes from fulltime, Newcastle's most 
expensive buy, striker Andrew Borghetto, was 
stretchered off the pitch with severely torn ligaments to 
his left ankle and was rushed to hospital for urgent 
precautionary X-rays. 

Outstanding for United were twin-strikers Sterjovski 
and Joel Griffiths plus Plesa, whilst best for Newcastle 
were Buonavoglia, Umlil, centre-back Todd McManus 
plus skipper and sweeper Shane Pryce. 

Former international and United's player-coach 
David Mitchell, stated to ABSW: “I was a little 
disappointed we cidn’t start the season with a win as in 
the first half we looked OK., but I was happy with my 
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two strikers (Sterjovski and Griffiths) who did well. 
They (Newcastle) allowed us to play out which meant 
they dropped back deep which made it hard to find our 
people in midfield. 

“T still think we should have capitalised much more 
on our chances though.” 

Meanwhile Newcastle’s energetic rookie coach Lee 
Sterrey was reasonably satisfied with the draw, electing 
to say: “I was pleased with most of my blokes, 
especially the two front runners. Even though they 
dominated the first half, we sat back with composure 
remembering we were in their back yard so that it was 
really up to them (United) to express themselves. 

“Overall strength wise, we more than held our own, 
but in the second half we should have punished them. In 
fact I really believe we should have pinched it in the 
end,” 


ADELAIDE CITY 
PERTH GLORY 1 


By Rob Pepicelli 


erth Glory took the points at Hindmarsh 

Stadium after an impressive display in 

defeating Adelaide City 1-0. Paul 
Strudwick scoring with a volley that went 
through a wall of players with Robert 
Trajkovski supplying the cross after only three 
minutes of play decided this game. 

Perth could have been further in front if not for 
the poor finishing by Vas Kalogeracos, twice 
going wide of the upright with just the keeper to 
beat, 

Glory were also denied by the woodwork in the 
opening minutes of the second half when the fit 
and slim looking John Markovski header, from a 
corner, struck the upright, the rebound going to 
Despotoyski (far right) who also managed to hit 
the cross-bar in an exciting passage of play. 

Adelaide City’s only chances came in the 40th 
minute when Damian Mori shot from just inside 
the box was brilliantly saved by Danny Milosevic, 
Then in the 82nd second minute substitute Bradley 
Armour’s free kick was headed just wide of the 
upright by Dino Mennillo. 

The Zebras did have much more of the play, but 
seemed to always go more backwards than 
forwards. The encouraging signs for Adelaide City 


was the first time starters in Damian Stam, David 
Terminello and South Korean import Dongi Kim. 

Perth Glory coach Bernd Stange must have been 
pleased with the first up win, and with the players 
of the caliber of Troy Halpin and Con Boutsianis 
on the bench and with Ernie Tapai still to come 
into the squad. Stange must be confident of of 
making the top six at the end of the seaso with the 
impressive squad at his disposal. 

Adelaide City on the other hand have a 
reputation of being slow starters, but knowing 
Zoran Matic he will have the boys cherry ripe by 
the end of the season. 


Best : 


as Robert Trajkoyski (Perth) 

lar Gareth Naven (Perth) 

3. Dongi Kim (Adelaide City) 

Other match stats were not supplied to 
Soccer Weekly. 


Paul Strudwick.... Glory scorer 


PASCOE VALE 


SPorTSCENE 


THE GENERAL SPORT STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 
403 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE 03 9354 2791 


HUGE SELECTION OF BOOTS AND GOALKEEPING GEAR 
PLUS CLUB DISCOUNTS ON A RANGE OF ITEMS 


Proud Sponsor Pascoe Vale/ABSW 
‘Player of the Year’ Award 


SPorTSCENE 
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National Youth League 


By Roy Hay 


Southern Division 


Round One 
Sunday 11 October 1998 
Albury Wodonga 1) Bulleen Inter 1 
(Troy Di Petro) 
South Melbourne i] Gippsland Falcons 2 


(Erhan Bayraktar) (Robbie Puca, Luke Cheney) 
Victorian Institute of Sport v Melbourne Knights 

(To be arranged) 

Carlton v Bye 


Round Two 


Saturday 17 October 1998 
VIS v South Melbourne 
(Grande Reserve, 3.30) 


Sunday 18 October 1998 
Melbourne Knights v Bulleen Inter 
(Knights Stadium, 12.30pm) 
Carlton v Albury Wodonga 
(Optus Oval, 1pm) 
Bye v Gippsland Falcons 


League Ladder 


e Ww D if F A Pts 
Gippsland Falcons 1 1 10) 0 2 1 3 
Bulleen Inter 1 1 0 0 1 (0) 3 
Melbourne Knights 0 te) 0 oO 1) 1) i) 
Carlton 0 0 0 1) () i} 0 
VIS 0 i) to) 0 0 Oo 1) 
South Melbourne 1 0 0 1 1 2 0 
Albury Wodonga 1 0 0 1 oO 1 10) 
Leading goalscorers 

Name Team Goals 

Tory Di Petro Bulleen Inter Kings 1 

Luke Cheney Gippsland Falcons 1 

Robbie Puca Gippsland Falcons J 

Erhan Bayraktar South Melbourne 1 


Northern Division 


Round 1 
Saturday 10 October 1998 


Northern Spirit ? 2 Sydney Olympic 1 

(Adam Griffiths, Phil Moss) (Peter Zorbas) 

Sydney United Colts 0 Marconi Fairfield Colts 1 
Round Two 


Friday 16 October 1998 
Marconi Fairfield v Sydney United 
(Marconi Stadium, 5pm) 
Wollongong Wolves Colts v Sydney Olympic Academy 


(Brandon 


Park No 2, 4pm) 


Sydney United Colts v Northern Spirit 
(Edensor Park, 3pm) 
AIS v Marconi Fairfield Colts 
(AIS Soccer Field, 7pm) 


Sunday 18 


October 1998 


Sydney Olympic v QAS 
(Belmore Sports Ground, 4pm) 


NSWIS v Wollongong Wolves (Rd 20) 
Bye v Northern Spirit Colts 


League Ladder 


ACTAS 

Newcastle Breakers 

QAS 

Northern Spirit 

Marconi Fairfield Colts 
Northern Spirit Colts 
Sydney Olympic Academy 
AIS. 


NSWIS 

Wollongong Wolves 
Sydney Olympic 

Sydney United Colts 
Marconi Fairfield 

Sydney United 
Wollongong Wolves Colts 
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GIPPY FALCONS STUN SOUTH IN 
YOUTH LEAGUE SENSATION 


outh Melbourne dominated the opening stages of its match with Gippsland Falcons, but the 

boys from the Valley stunned the Blues with a two-one win, all th goals coming in the 

second half. A star-studded South line-up included Jason Polak returning after a long term 
Injury and looking quite sprightly early on, though he must have found the heavy pitch hard 
going. 

Also present were Robert Liparotti, Adrian Cuzuppe and Chris Jones in goal. Erhan Bayraktar hit the 
post for the Blues from a cross by Daniel Malina in 23 minutes, then Peter Di lorio set up ben Cassar in a 
Gippsland counter attack, but Cassar delayed his shot. 

Two minutes into the second half, against the run of play, Robbi Puca broke away as the South 
defenders Madea nonsense of an attempt to clear. He calmly slotted the ball under the keeper. 
Bayrakatar equalised after 56 minutes. 

His first shot was half stopped by keeper Billy Chiotellis, but the ball came loose and the South striker 
just managed to force it in off the post. When he was presented with an easier chance in 65 minutes 
however, Bayraktar blasted over the bar. The decisive moment came after 76 minutes when Robert 
Liparotti brought down Luke Cheney in full flight. Cheney picked himself up and thrashed the penalty kick 
into the top right hand corner for a brilliant winner. 

Bulleen Inter Kings scraped home by a goal to nil at Albury Wodonga in the only other game in the 
Southern Division. Tory Di Petro was the hero for Bulleen with the only goal. 

The match between the VIS and Melbourne Knights will be scheduled later and Carlton had the bye. 


over Sydney United Colts at Edensor Park. Anthony Mondello scored the only goal of the game 
seven minutes into injury time at the end of the match. A lapse in concentration cost the United 
Colts dearly. Midfielder Alalroproto was the pick of the Sydney team which played very well throughout. 
Northern Spirit won its first match in the NYL by two goals to one against Sydney Olympic. Olympic 
led in the first half through Peter Zorbas, but the Spirit came back to equalise two minutes after the break 
through Adam Griffiths. Olympic then had a spell of domination, missing four clear chances. In the last 
few minutes the Spirit broke through for the winning goal by Phil Moss. Olympic substitute striker Lee 
Miott had an excellent game after coming off the bench. 
Newcastle Breakers downed Sydney United by three goals to one at Edensor Park on Saturday, 


Meee Fairfield Colts opened the 1998-99 National Youth League season with a 1-0 away win 


: Sydney scored in the first minute through Steven 


Jordan to take an early lead but Joshua Strick 
had a shot blocked then followed up to put away 
the rebound to equalise for the Breakers. 
Second half goals by Tony Bauer and Chad 
Mansley when they were able to beat players in 
the box before shooting saw the visitor home. 
United keeper Shaun Woods was excellent in 
goal. 


ueensland Academy of Sport overcame 
‘Marconi Fairfield by three goals to one at 
Suncorp on Sunday. Glen Kolpak opened for 
QAS after ten minutes and that was the only 
goal of the first half. Morgan Cawley came on to 
score twice in 60 and 71 minutes to sew the 
game up, and Joe Bruni grabbed a late goal for 
Marconi in 82 minutes. The ACT Academy of 
Sport also had a three-one result against 
Wollongong Wolves Colts. Marcial Munoz 
scored first for the Academy in 21 minutes and 
Daniel Alissi converted a penalty seven minutes 
later. In the second half each side scored once, 
with Pino Seminara goaling after 87 minutes for 
the Academy and Darren Birch for the Wolves 
Colts. Sydney Olympic Academy and Northern 
Spirit Colts drew one-all. Joe Dia scored for 
Olympic and Colin Walker for the Spirit. 
AIS and Wollongong Wolves is yet to be 
‘scheduled, while NSWIS had a bye. 


FIXTURE LIST - PART 2 


ROUND 21 
Date ‘\Day 
Sun 


ROUND 18 : ROUND 23° 
Date Let Home Away Venue Pie Day 


ROUND 24 


Day Hor : Date 
Fri Ne d Sydney Olympic i : 13/03/99 


14/03/99 
14/03/99 
Melbourne Knights x 14/03/99 — 
Sydney United v Adelaide City . 14/03/99 
Adelaide Sharks v Perth Glory i : 14/03/99 ~ 


Canberra Cosmos v Wollongong Wolves i 4 14/03/99 Sun 
: _ *Bye - Northern Spirit _ 


20 . ROUND 25° 
Day Home Venue : Day 
Fri Northern Spirit v : é Fri 
Fri v ee - Breakers Stadium 
Sat Mai i Marconi Stadium 
Sun Ade i ct Hindmarsh Stadium 
Sun A i 5 i Belmore Sports Ground 
Sun i | 


“Nafo2/99, Sun 
_ * Bye - Wollongong Wolves 


Fixture list is accurate at time of publication but Soccer Weekty does not 
accept any responsibity for any subsequent changes. Please check your 
focal TV guides for any late changes asthe ABC will cover” 

‘one weekly game live. 


ROUND 26 
Date 


05/04/99 
* Bye - Perth Glory 
ROUND 28 
7 Venue Kick Off Date Day Home Venue Kick Off 
eCity North Sydney Oval 7.30pm 09/04/99 Fri Northern v Adelaide Sharks Northern Sydney Oval — 7.30pm 
gong Wolves Suncerp:Stadium 7.00pm 10/04/99 Sat - Brisbane Strikersv Gippsland Falcons ‘Suncorp Stadium 7:00pm 
Olympic © Mobil Park 7.00pm 11/04/99 Sun Carlton v Perth Glory Optus Oval 3.00pm 
lory Bob Jane Stadium 6.00pm 11/04/99 Sun Wolves v Marconi Fairfield Brandon Park 6.30pm 
ime Knights Edensor Park 5.00pm 11/04/99 Sun. — Adelaide City v Newcastle Breakers Hindmarsh Stadium 7.08pm 
ii Fairfield Hindmarsh Stadium 7.30pm 11/04/99 Sun United v South Melbourne Edensor Park 3.00pm. 
ft Bruce Stadium 7.00pm 11/04/99 Sun Melbourne Knights v Sydney Olympic Knights Stadium 3.00pm 
*Bye - Canberra Cosmos 
ROUND 29 
; Venue Kick Off Date Day Home Away Venue Kick Off 
stle Breakers Marconi Stadium 7.00pm —- 16/04/99 Fri Newcastle Breakers v Northern Spirit Breakers Stadium 8.00pm 
e Strikers Hindmarsh Stadium 7.00pm ~~ 17/04/99 Sat Marconi Fairfield v Adelaide City Marconi Stadium 7.00pm 
Sharks Belmore Sports Ground 6.00pm 18/04/99 ~ Sun _ South Melbourne v_ Canberra Cosmos Bob Jane Stadium 6.00pm 
| Falcons. Perth Oval 4.00pm 18/04/99 Sun Gippsland Falcons v Sydney United Mobil Park 6.00pm 
bourne Optus Oval 5.00pm 18/04/99 Sun Adelaide Sharks v Brisbane Strikers Hindmarsh Stadium 7.30pm 
Inited Brandon Park 6.30pm 18/04/99 Sun. Sydney Olympic v Wollongong Wolves Belmore Sports Ground 6.00pm 
Cosmos Knights Stadium 3.00pm —- 18/04/99 Sun Perth Glory v Melbourne Knights Perth Oval 4.00pm 


Venue — Kick Off Date Day Home . Away Venue Kick Off 
Breakers Stadium 8.00pm 95/04/99 Sun Wollongong Wolves v Perth Glory _ Brandon Park 7.00pm 
North Sydney Oval 7.30pm 25/04/99 Sun Adelaide City v Sydney Olympic Hindmarsh Stadium ‘6.30pm. 
‘Hindmarsh Stadium 7.30pm 25/04/99 Sun Marconi Fairfield v Northern Spirit Marconi Stadium 7.00pm 
Marconi Stadium 7.00pm 25/04/99 Sun Brisbane Strikers v Newcastle Breakers Suncorp Stadium 7.00pm 
Bob Jane Stadium 6.00pm 25/04/99 Sun Sydney United v Adelaide Sharks Edensor Park 7.00pm 
Mobil Park 7.00pm 25/04/99 Sun Canberra Cosmos v Gippsland Falcons Bruce Stadium 7.00pm 
-Edensor Park 5.00pm 25/04/99 Sun ~—- Melbourne Knightsv _—Carlton Knights Stadium 7.00pm 


Yvonne, who had come from 
|) Chatswood with her husband, 
| two sons and daughter, said that 
they would be back for Spirit’s 
next home game, when 
|Melbourne Knights are the 
visitors. 

“Yes, we'll be coming back. So 
what if they lost tonight, the 


kids have had a wonderful . 


time.” 
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JAPAN JOINS 


COPA AMERICA 


IN WORLD FIRST 


tsushi Yanagisawa 

outsmarted Paraguayan 

international goal keeper Jose 

Luis Chilavert to score a hat- 
trick as the Japanese selection beat 
the J-League foreign selection 3-1 on 
Saturday. 

Chilavert was invited by the organizers 
as a special guest to join Brazil's World 
Cup skipper Dunga (pictured), Jorginho, 
Bismarck as well as Spain's three-time 
World Cup player, Julio Salinas 
Fernandez, in the foreign selection. 

Yanagisawa, 21-year-old forward from 
Kashima Antlers, wasted no time as he 
was sent to the pitch in the second half. 
He hit a 51st-minute shot that flashed 
past Chilavert. 

Only a minute after Argentine 
midfielder Fernando Nicolas Oliva 
evened the match with a 77th-minute 
header, Yanagisawa again hit home with 
a left-footer into the left corner. 

He completed a hat-trick with a 82nd- 
minute shot, which hit the left post and 
went into the goal. 

Yanagisawa was named the most 
valuable player of the match. 


Dees belonging to the ‘wrong’ 
continent, Japan will play in next 
June's Copa America, the South 
American Football Confederation (CSF) 
confirmed on Friday. 

As co-hosts with South Korea of the 
2002 World Cup, the Japanese are keen 
to get in as much high-level preparation 
as possible, hence their application to 
take part in the Copa in Paraguay from 
June 30 to July 18. 

Japan, which lost all of its matches in 
its World Cup debut at France 98, will 
replace the United States, which has 
pulled out citing the cost of taking part 
and the disruption to its domestic league 
as reasons. 

In the absence of the USA, Mexico will 
be the only representatives of North and 


7 


Central America. 


The Copa, which was first held in 1916, 
is the oldest international football | 
tournament in the world, predating the 
World Cup by 14 years. 

South American representatives are 


\ wa: 


Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay, Chile, Peru, 
Ecuador, Colombia, Venezuela, Bolivia 
and Paraguay. 

Matches will take place at four venues: 
two in Asuncion — the national stadium 
and also that of local outfit Cerro Porteno 
—as well as the provincial cities of 
Luque and Ciudad del Este. 


? Birthday: 


How about a Soccer Weekly 
subscription? 


Only 
$130 (annual) $180 (overseas) 


SPONSORS’ 
PULL-OUT 


hina's champions are seeking a 
new corporate sponsor because 
Dalian Wanda Group Co plans to 
withdraw support before the end of 1998, 


disappointed officials said. 


The real estate firm have owned Dalian 
Wanda since 1994 when China created a 
professional soccer league. But heavy 
losses and dissatisfaction with the league 
have convinced the company to 
withdraw, they said. 

Several domestic and foreign 
companies, including some from Japan, 
Britain and France, had expressed 


| interest in taking over team sponsorship, 
| deputy club president Shi Xueqing said. 


"Negotiations are going on," he told 
Reuters. "The company intends to pull 
out before the end of this year but it will 
depend on developments in the 
negotations." 

Dalian Wanda Group's unhappiness 
with the league boiled over after disputed 
decisions in a recent match between 
Dalian Wanda and rival Liaoning Tianrun. 

China suspended referee Yu Yuancong 
after he disallowed a goal and decided 
not to give a penalty, but did not overturn 
the result of the match. 

Dalian lost 7-6 on penalties after a 1-1 
draw. Sadly, this whiff of corruption, while 
not substantiated, clearly has not gone 
down well with the money men in China. 


? Christmas 


World Cup Korea 


of 


‘okyo beat Hiroshima on Thursday to 

become the site of a draw in 
December 1999 for regional qualifying 
rounds of the 2002 football World Cup 
finals. 


ines 
od, 


~™ 


The Japanese organising committee of 
the premier football event, which will be 
co-hosted by South Korea, said it had 


GEER py, 
eZ 


chosen the capital city as Hiroshima 
lacked easy access by air. 

A draw for the main World Cup round 
among the 32 finalists has been set for 
December 2001 in South Korea. 

"It will be costly to have a draw in 
Hiroshima, bringing together some 2,000 
people from participating countries and 
the FIFA," said the committee's chief 
secretary Hiroshi Ushijima, “as the city is 
far from an international airport." 

Recently, there was speculation that 
the Cup was going to be played in 
September, instead of the usual 
June/July. 


Join now as thousands have 
worldwide! 


Send cheque to: 


PO Box 155, 
Marrickville NSW 
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CROATIA HOME EASY 
| BUT SCOTS STRUCCLE 


Malta 4-1 in what became a one- 

sided victory for the World Cup 
semifinalists after a tricky start at the Ta’ 
Qali stadium on Saturday. 

But Croatia's victory, their first in group 
eight after their opening day loss to Ireland, 
looked in some doubt until 10 minutes into the 
second half when they pulled themselves 
back into the match, 

Malta opened the scoring in the 28th minute 
when Hubert Suda converted from the penalty 
spot, and although Malta held their own for 


Cite came from behind to beat 


the rest of the opening half, they were gradu- 
ally overcome by the superior Croats who 
equalized when Dario Simic headed home a 
free kick by Zvonimir Boban after 54 minutes, 

Croatian substitute Davor Vugovic put 
Croatia ahead in the 68th minute and added 
his second and his team's third six minutes 
later. 

Davor Suker, the top scorer in the World 
Cup finals in the summer, headed Croatia's 
fourth in the 85th minute although he looked 
suspiciously offside. 


Sar ended the worst run of defeats in 
its international history when it twice came 
from behind to defeat Estonia 3-2 in a 
European group fine qualifier at Edinburgh on 
Saturday. 

But there was no joy for Scotland's arch- 
tival, England, whose own poor run of form 
continued when it was held to a 0-0 draw at 
home by Bulgaria in a group five qualifier and 
was booed off by an angry and disillusioned 
crowd at Wembley. 

The most exciting of the early games was 
at Edinburgh, where Scotland won for the first 
time after nine matches without a win - its 
worst run since it began playing international 
football in 1872. 

But it made hard work of the victory, falling 
behind to unfancied Estonia through a Sergei 


Hohov-Simson goal after 35 minutes. 

Scotland only equalized in the 70th minute 
through Billy Dodds before Estonia went back 
in front through Maksim Smirnov six minutes 
later. 

Hohov-Simson then headed into his own 
Net to give Scotland an equalizer, before 
Dodds struck five minutes from time for the 
winner, 

England, meanwhile, only managed two 
shots all match against Bulgaria to continue 
its poor run after losing its opening match 2-1 
in Sweden. 

The result increas- 
es the pressure on 
England coach Glenn 
Hoddle but also did 
not help Bulgaria's 
cause much as it also 
lost its opening game 
to Poland last month. 

Armenia and 
Iceland drew 0-0 in a 
European champi- 
onship group four 
qualifier with few 
chances for either 
side on Saturday. 

Armenia, which 
beat minnows 
Andorra 3-1 in its 
opener, attacked from 
the start, hoping to get 
the maximum points 
from its first two home 
games. 

Hovewer, Iceland, 
which earned a 1-1 
draw against world- 
champion France in 
its first qualifier, had 
little trouble keeping 
the host at safe dis- 
tance. 

The point puts Armenia, at least for a few 
hours, top of the group that also includes 
Russia and Ukraine. 

Northern Ireland revived its chances of 
teaching the European championship finals 
with a hard-earned 1-0 victory over Finland at 
Windsor Park on Saturday. 

Keith Rowland put Northem Ireland back on 
course after their group three qualifying cam- 
paign began with a 3-0 defeat in Turkey last 
Month. 

The Queens Park Rangers defender Scored 
his first goal in 15 intemational appearances 
with a crisp, low angled drive after receiving a 
Clever pass from Michael Hughes in the 30th 
minute. 

Hughes and Rowland provided most of the 
class in a scrappy encounter which provided 
Lawrie McMenemy’s first competitive victory 
since his appointment as Northern Ireland 
manager in February. 

Finland, which beat Moldova 3-2 in its first 
match, was short of firepower with Rangers 
striker Jonatan Johansson missing a hat-trick 
of comfortable chances. 

But the hosts were eventually only denied a 
greater margin of victory by Finnish goalkeep- 
er Antti Niemi, who sprawled to his right to 
keep out a fierce 25-yard Neil Lennon drive. 


IRISH STUN DANES 


headed Wales to a stunning 2-1 victo- 

ry over Denmark in their European 
championship group one qualifier on 
Saturday. 


Teste substitute Craig Bellamy 


The 19-year-old Norwich striker was left 
unmarked to plant a superb header into the 
corner in the 86th minute and shock the 
Danes who had dominated the match com- 
pletely. 


The hosts had failed to capitalize on close fj 
to a dozen scoring opportunities until Soeren |} 


Frederiksen put them ahead in the 58th 
minute with a close-range shot. 


But Wales equalized immediately as goal- |; 
keeper Mogens Krogh, standing in for the }j 


injured Peter Schmeichel, allowed Adrian 
Williams' tame header to slip through his 
hands. 

After Bellamy's goal, the Danes threw 
everything forward. But the nearest they 
came was a shot that hit a post deep into 
injury time. 


The 1992 European champions are now in |} 


real trouble in a group that also includes Italy 


and Switzerland after drawing their opening | 


game 0-0 with Belarus. 


Pena beat Portugal 1-0 in their Group 
‘Seven European championship qualifying 
match on Saturday. 


Scorer: Dorinal Monteanu 90 

Halftime: 0-0; 

Attendance: 50,000 

Teams: 

Portugal: 1-Vitor Baia; 2-Abel Xavier (17- 
Dani Carvalho 84), 3-Dimas Teixeira, 4-Jorge 
Costa, 5-Fernando Couto, 6-Paulo Bento (16- 
Sergio Conceicao 67), 7-Luis Figo, 8-Joao 
Pinto (18-Nuno Gomes 78), 9-Sa Pinto, 10- 
Rui Costa, 11-Paulinho Santos, 


Romania: 1-Bogdan Stelea; 2-Dan Petrescu 
(14-Cosmin Contra 83), 3-Liviu Ciobotariu, 4- 
julian Filipescu, 5-Constantin Galca, 6- 
Gheorghe Popescu, 7-Florentin Petre, 8- 
Dorinel Monteanu, 9-Viorel Moldovan (above 
right) (17-Adrian Mihalcea 89), 10-Catalin 
Monteanu (loan Lupescu 61), 11-Laurentiu 
Rosu. 

Referee: Hellmut Krug, Germany 


atvia maintained its great European cham- 

pionship qualifying campaign start with a 
1-0 victory over Georgia on Saturday. 

Marian Pahar got the goal in the eighth 
minute, picking up a loose ball near the edge 
of the penalty area and driving a low shot 
past the helpless Georgian keeper David 
Gvarmadze. 

Ajax Amsterdam midfielder Georgi 
Kinkladze dominated the ball in the second 
half as Georgia tried to push for the equalizer, 


More Euro 2000 


qualifiers on the 
following pages. 


but they failed to test Latvian keeper Oleg 
Karavajev. 

Latvia, who stunned Norway 3-1 in Oslo in 
its first game, stay top of group two with maxi- 
mum six points. Georgia won its first game 1- 
O against Albania. ce 


Israel beat San Marino 5-0 in their group 
six European championship qualifying match 


on Saturday: 

Scorers: Haim Revivo 16, Avi Nimni 19, 59, 
Alon Mizrahi 31, Najwan Grayeb 83 

Halftime: 3-0; 

Attendance 1,000 


ithuania's goal drought continued on 

Saturday as it missed a chance to gain 
ground in Group 9 of European championship 
qualifying with a 0-0 draw against the Faroe 
Islands. 

After conceding seven goals without reply 
in its first three games, the Faroe Islands 
appeared an easy way for Lithuania to get on 
the scoresheet after a scoreless draw with 
Scotland in their opener. 

But Lithuania dominated from the outset, 
but it failed to find the mark time and again as 
a steady downpour made footing tricky and 
slowed play considerably. 

The Faroe Islands tried to counter-attack 
more in the second halfbut could not generate 
any quality scoring chances. 

Lithuania now have two draws to show in 
its group, while the Faroe Islands has one 
point in four matches, 
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Pee Wie ros Aa Pts’ 
Ghana Sip CF On SS he) we, 
Mozambique 1 1 0 0 3 1 8 
Cameroon 1 0 0 1 1 3 «0 
Eritrea a ae SRS ee eh gens tee) 
In Maputo: 
Mozambique ..... . Gs) SEritreal dan eens 
In Yaounde; 
Cameroon ...,.,..1 Ghana ........+4 
Next matches: 


Ghana vs, Mozambique, Accra, January 23 
Eritrea vs. Cameroon, Asmara, January 23 


Group Two 
Pa Wala PE 
Morocco limeitine Om Os 35 = 0, 
Togo sal! 20 0 nee 10 
Guinea jen aol SS 
SieraLleone 1 0 0 1 0 3 
In Casablanca; 
Morocco..........3  SierraLeone ..... 0 
In Lome: 
TOGO iio aattnen Angie GUNES! ahelesien 0 
Next matches: 


Sierra Leone vs. Togo, Freetown, January 23 
Guinea vs. Morocco, Conakry, January 24 


Group Three 

BasWiiboD (Fo As PS 
Congo Test) tO ear 0 S083. 
WoryCoat 1 1 0 010 3 
Mali gre Or AOe— et Oe 1 tO 
Namibia aac bial a 

In Windhoek: 
Namibia .......... 0 Congo .... 

In Bamako: 
Mali cite scene ..0 Ivory Coast....... 4 

Next matches: 


Congo vs. Mali, Pointe Noire, January 24 
Ivory Coast vs. Namibia, Abdijan, January 24 


Group Four 


Powe” iO 'F A Pts 
Gabon ‘Lemeilgeri see Os gree 0:3 
SouthAfica 1 1 0 01 0 3 
Angola “ee 10) Ot 0a 0 
Mauritius te 30.000 oats (0 Sie 0 
In Johannesburg: 
South Africa....... 1 Angola .......... 0 
In Libreville: 
Gabon, 2 cece. 2, Mauritius .......1 0 


Next matches: 
Angola vs. Gabon, Luanda, January 24 


Mauritius vs. South Africa, Curepipe, January 24 - 


WL D'S FA: Pts 
BurkinaFaso 1 0 41 00 0 1 
Nigeria Ve 10 oh Ora DOr sal 
In Ouagadougou: 
Burkina Faso ..... O Nigeria .......... 0 
Next matches: 


Burundi v Senegal, Bujumbura, December 13 


rol 
PWte F A Pts 
DRCongo 1 0 1 et 
Kenya ier) | ilFe-ilent 
Madagascar 1 0 1 j | 
Zambia Al Opt 5 ee eg | 
In Nairobi: 
Kenya ....,......1 Madagascar ..... at 
In Lusaka: 
721) | 1 DRofCongo ..... 1 
Next matches: 
Madagascar vs. Zambia, Antananarivo, 
January 24 


DR Congo vs. Kenya, Kinshasa, January 24 


Group Séven 


Pow it DF A Pts 
Tunisia ter COS 0 Se2 Sean 
Uganda a GaN PSS + Fae ey Sem Ee} 
Algeria 1_0=0%- tims tea: 
Liberia TEGO, eve SZ 
In Kampala: 
Uganda .......... 2 Algeria... 06... 1 
A In Tunis: 
Tunisia .......... 4 2 Liberia -.-..-...- iu 
Next matches: 


Algeria vs. Tunisia, Algiers, January 22 
Liberia vs, Uganda, Monrovia, January 23 


FRICAN NEWS 


utchman Thijs Libregts has done u-turn 
and will Wednesday sign a two-year con- 
tract as coach of the Nigerian national 


team, Nigerian Football Association offi- 
cials told AFP. 

Libregts will sign a deal that also includes possible 

two-year extension depending on the team's perfor- 
mance. 
Libregts was last month reported to have turned 
down the job after a disagreement over his financial 
package. The first offer to him was reported to be worth 
$30,000 US a month with $150,000 signing-on fee. 

Officials declined to reveal details of the final pack- 
age agreed with Libregts. 

The Dutchman, who succeeds Bora Milutinovic, 
faces a tough task. Nigeria, beaten in the second round 
of the World Cup finals, only managed a draw with 
Burkina Faso in an African Nations championship 
match at the weekend. 

Bayern Munich have loaned their Ghanaian interna- 
tional Christian Saba to Hertha Berlin until the end of 
the season. 

Hertha paid 200,000 marks for the 19-year-old 
defender, who has been capped 19 times and has played 
mainly in Bayem's amateur team. 


he Zimbabwe football association (ZIFA) faces 

sanctions after an attack on a Tunisian diplomat left 
him requiring six stitches, local media reported on 
Wednesday. 

ZIFA officials told The Herald that punishment from 
the Confederation of African Football (CAF) was 
inevitable following the assault on Jaouahdou 
Mahmoud, a third secretary at the Tunisian embassy in 
South Africa, at the end of an African Champions 
League game on September 19. 

Mahmoud was struck and injured on the forehead by 
bottle hurled from a crowd of spectators. 

Ndumiso Gumede, ZIFA secretary-general, said the 
gravity of the attack coupled with Mahmoud’s status 
were serious punishable offences. 

"What we are waiting for is just the punishment from 
CAF because the Tunisian has already lodged a com- 
plaint. 

“We are very worried and praying that they (CAF) 
won't say there is no security at the National Sports 
Stadium because that could see the stadium being 
banned from staging future matches," Gumede said. 

His fears come at a time when the country's football 
body is battling to control rising hooliganism in local 
football ahead of Zimbabwe's hosting of the African 
Nations Cup final in the year 2000. 

Five people died at the same stadium in April this 
year during a football match between local teams. 

FIFA president Sepp Blatter is expected in Harare 
Saturday to check on the progress in the preparations 
for the 2000 games. 


pauls will clinch a place in the African 
Champions’ League final if they beat Manning 
Rangers away in Group B on Friday. 

‘The Ivorian team, who have a 100 percent record 
after three matches in the mini-league, meet the South 
African club under floodlights in Durban. 

‘A win would see ASEC’s healthy five-point lead in 
the table extended beyond the reach of Rangers, second 
in the group, and third-placed Raja Casablanca of 
Morocco. 

Raja, the defending champions, meet Young 
Africans of Tanzania in Dar-es-Salaam on Saturday and 
must win to keep alive their slim hopes of holding on to 
their title. 

The group winners qualify for the two-leg final in 
December, 

In Group A leaders Dynamos of Zimbabwe face a 
test of character with an away trip to Tunisia on 
Sunday. 

‘They are up against pre-tournament favourites Etoile 
Sahel who have taken just three points from their open- 
ing three matches, 

In the other Group A match Ghana's Hearts of Oak 
are looking for a first victory. They are at home to 
Nigeria's Eagle Cement. 

‘ASEC have captured the imagination in this year's 
tournament. Argentine-bom coach Luis Fullone has put 
together a well-drilied team, full of international experi- 
ence, 

They were pushed all the way by Rangers in their 
3-1 home win in Abidjan three weeks ago and are con- 


fident of winning again and qualifying for the final. 

Dynamos are now emerging as their potential rivals 
in the final, despite adminsitrative rows that have 
threatened to disrupt the club. 

Coach Sunday Marimo has battled to keep his play- 
ers focused on the football but said he was thrilled with 
the way his team has reacted, 

“The boys have played to instructions and did what 
everyone did not think could happen. We will keep on 
doing everything to the best of our abilities,” 

‘An away point should be enough to keep Dynamos 
firmly in the driving seat in group A. 


lameroon World Cup striker Francis Oman-Biyik is 
‘having trials with Spanish third division Getafe, the 
club announced on Friday, 

Oman-Biyik shot to fame by scoring the first goal of 
the 1990 World Cup against holders Argentina, part of 
a sensational opening match which saw the Indomitable 
Lions win 2-1, 

He played in all three of Cameroon's games in 
France ‘98, his third World Cup, and currently has a 
strike rate of 50 goals in 76 internationals, 

If the 32-year-old striker makes the grade at Getafe, 
based in an industrial suburb of Madrid, it will be his 
Tth club. : 

He has played for Olympique Marseille and 
Sampdoria but most recently he has been plying his 
trade in Mexico. 

Oman-Biyik spoke to Spanish reporters briefly on 
his arrival at Getafe. "At the moment I am quite happy 
with everything. Getafe have good quality and work 
hard. However I expect everything will be much easier 
here (than in Mexico)," 

The club will not have a problem with a work permit 
for the player as he holds a French passport, 

Young Africans (Tanzania) and Raja Casablanca 
(Morocco) drew 3-3 (halftime 1-1) in their African 
Champions League match on Saturday. 

Scorers: 

Young Africans 3 - Mohamed Hussein 18, Shabani 
Ramadhan 65, 79 

Raja Casablanca 3 - Reda Eriyahi 28, 55, 
Mohammed Khoubbache 90 

Halftime; 1-1; Attendance: 10,000, 


ice rescued Ghanaian referee Alex Qartey from 

Raja Casablanca players after the African 
Champions League holders drew 3-3 with Young 
Africans of Tanzania on Saturday. 

‘The Moroccans were furious with the handling of a 
dramatic Group B match at the National Stadium and 
captain Mustapha Khalid repeatedly pushed the match 
official before police intervened. 

Raja have only a slender chance of reaching the final 
as they trail leaders ASEC of Ivory Coast by five points 
and second-placed Manning Rangers of South Africa by 
three with two rounds left, 

ASEC host Raja on October 25 in the next round and 
the North Africans must win to keep alive their hopes 
of becoming the first club since TP Englebert of the 
Democratic Republic of Congo in 1968 to successfully 
defend the title. 

Rangers threw the group into the melting pot on 
Friday night with a 1-0 victory over ASEC in the Indian 
Ocean port of Durban, where Dominic Abouo conceded 
a 65th-minute own goal. 

Raja should look at goalkeeper Mustapha Chadili, 
rather than the referee, for their failure to complete a 
double over Young Africans, who crashed 6-0 in 
Casablanca three weeks ago. 

‘The World Cup reserve conceded an own goal after 
65 minutes when he punched a comer into his net and 
was also to blame for the third Tanzanian goal 11 min- 
utes from the end. 

Chadili hesitated when clearing a back pass and 
Shaaban Ramadhan blocked his kick before putting the 
East Africans ahead for the second time with an over- 
head kick. 

Mustapha Khoubache snatched a point for the North 
Africans with two minutes remaining on a hot, windy 
afternoon when his near-post header off a comer flew 
past goalkeeper Peter Manyika. 

Reda Erriyahi scored in the 28th and 53rd minutes 
for Raja, bringing his tally to six from two games, after 
impressive captain Mohamed Hussein had given Young 
Africans an 18th-minute lead. 
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FIVE SENT-OFF WAS 


razil will have a chance to avenge 
their World Cup final defeat by 
France in the Confederations’ Cup 
in January. 

Brazil meets France in the tournament's 
opening game at the Jalisco Stadium in 
Guadalajara, Mexico's second largest city, on 
January 8. 

Defending champions Brazil and France 
have been drawn in Group B with New 
Zealand and the United States. 

Group A comprises Mexico, Saudi Arabia, 
Bolivia and Egypt, Their matches will be 
played at the capital's Aztec Stadium. 

Europe's leading professional leagues voted 
last week to boycott the Confederations’ Cup 
which clashes with most European domestic 
club calendars, 

The Association of European Professional 
Soccer Leagues has 11 members including the 
French, English, Spanish, Italian and German 
leagues. 

FIFA has said it would examine alternative 
dates for the two-week tournament. 


ive players were sent off in the 1-0 victory 
by Brazilian side Santos against 
Argentinian team Rosario Central in the first 
Jeg of the Copa Conmebol final on Wednesday. 


Central defender Claudiomiro headed the | 
winning goal in the 28th minute during a match | 


marred by violence. 

Uruguayan referee Jose Luis da Rosa sent 
off three players from Rosario and two from 
Santos. 
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outh American club champion Vasco da Gama of 
Brazil will face North American champion DC United 
of the United States for the Interamerican Cup in two 
matches on U.S. soil. 
‘The first match will be on November 14 with the second leg 
set for December 5 in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
United, based in the U.S. capital, qualified by beating Toluca 
of Mexico in August in the Champions Cup. The team is compet- 
ing in the Major League Soccer semi-finals, which open next 


| weekend. 


Paraguay World Cup coach Paulo Cesar Carpeggiani heads a 
short list of three candidates to take over as coach of Espanyol. 

The Spanish first division side will make a decision early next 
week on Marcelo Bielsa’s replacement. Bielsa is due to take over 
‘as Argentine national team coach in December. 

Carpeggiani, who left Barcelona on Tuesday after a three-hour 
meeting with Espanyol officials, is favourite to land the job. 

The others being considered are Argentines Salvador 
Capitano, former coach of Barcelona of Ecuador, and Miguel 
Angel Brindisi, who has held several top coaching jobs in 
Argentina and was a member of the country's 1974 World Cup 
squad. 

Carpeggiani enhanced his reputation at the World Cup 
asParaguay qualified from a tough first round group thatincluded 
Spain, Nigeria and Bulgaria. 

‘They were then somewhat unfortunate to go out to eventual 
winners France in the second round, losing to a Laurent Blanc 
golden goal deep into extra time. 

Espanyol vice-president Alfred Torras said Carpeggiani had 
made “an excellent impression” in his interview. 

"You have to agree he's a great coach. He knows European 
football very well, he wants the job and he likes attacking play." 

But Torras insisted a decision still had to be taken on Bielsa’s 
successor. 


17-year-old high school soccer player hit his head on a goal- 
post Monday and died from the blow, Jamaican police 
reported. 

‘They identified the player as Ronald Manley of the Garvey 
Maceo High School in Clarendon. Manley, a goalie, was trying 
to block a kick into the goal during the DaCosta Cup Football 
Competition against Clarendon College. 

He was knocked unconscious and died soon afterward at 
Clarendon's May Pen Hospital. 


razil's Santos started off strong in this first game of the 
Conmebol Cup home and away final, beating Rosario 
Central 1-0 Wednesday night. 

The game was decided early when Claudiomiro headed it past 
Rosario Central goalie Bujiubasich for a goal in the 28th minute. 

After that Santos was a hard team to stop, but Rosario Central 
closed the defense and held it off, 

Santos which is currently leading in the Brazilian national 
championships wanted a win at home to give it an advantage 
when it meets Rosario Central, this time in Argentina, on 
October 21 in the game that will decide the Conmebol Cup. 

Tt is the first time Santos has reached the final of the Conmebol 
Cup and a win or draw in the next game will give it the team's first 
win in an international tournament since it won the Recopa 
International in 1969 against Internazionale 1-0 in Italy. 

‘The Conmebol Cup is a South American version of the UEFA 
Cup, played by teams that although they haven't won their 
national championships have made a good showing, 

Lineups: Santos: Zetti, Anderson, Argel, Claudiomiro, 
Athirson, Marcos Basilio, Narciso, Eduardo Marques, Lucio, 
Alessandro and Viola. 

Rosario Central: Bujiubasich, Dario Marra, Gerbaudo, 
Cuberas, Jara, Cappelletti, Daniele, Hugo Gonzalez, Walter 
Gaitan, Scotto, Carracedo, 
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GREECE HAVE QUIET WEEKEND 


The national team did not play over the weekend as their 
next scheduled qualifying game for Euro 2000 is set for 
Wednesday night against Tmuri Ketsbaia’s Georgia. Let's 
hope it's a sad homecoming for the old favourite who is 
now plying his trade on Tyneside in England with 
Newcasile. 


AUSTRIA BRING CYPRUS BACK 
TO EARTH 


ustria trounced Cyprus 3-0 in their European soccer championship 
group six qualifier on Saturday, beating a home side weakened by the 
early dismissal of a key player. 

The Cypriot defence disintergrated after Dimitris Joannou was sent off in 
the 33rd minute for handling a goal-bound shot on the line. 

Ivica Vastic’s subsequent penalty was saved by Cypriot goalkeeper Nicos. 
Panayiotou and it took until the 54th minute for Austria to go ahead when 
striker Harald Cerny was left unmarked to score from close range. 

He repeated the performance eight minutes later and Hannes Reinmayr 
completed the scoring in the 74th minute. 

Tt was a much-needed victory for Austria, who were held at home by 
Israel in their opening game, and a bump to earth for 10,000 home spectators 
and Cyprus, who stunned Spain 3-2 last month. 

“We knew the match would not be easy so we concentrated on it,” said 
Austrian coach Herbert Prohaska, “We were on top of the match from the 
very beginnin; 

The Cypriots, who had fancied their chances after defeating Spain last 
month, were downhearted, Their disappointing performance drew an apolo- 
gy from coach Panikos Georgiou. 

“T want to apologise to the fans,” he told reporters: “I know we did not 
satisfy them but | promise we will keep trying hard for better results so we 
can keep them close to our team.” 

Neither coach commented on the performance of referee Fernand Meese, 
whose judgement drew jeers and a few plastic water bottles from irate fans. 

Crowds booed when the Belgian failed to award a penalty to the Cypriot 
side at half time when Austria's Peter Schottel tackled Cyprus’ Marios 
Agathocleous from behind, sending him sprawling. 


n 


IN THE LEAGUE 


Panathinaikos beat lonikos and pursue AEK at the top 


‘orwegian striker Frank Strandli scored an 87th minute goal last 

Saturday to give Panathinaikos Athens a 2-1 victory over Ionikos Nikea. 
‘The victory, combined with Olympiakos Piraeus 1-0 shock loss to Paniliakos 
Pyrgos away, put Panathinaikos in sole possession of second place of the 
Greek first division soccer league with 12 points after five rounds. 

AEK Athens beat OFI 1-0 on the island of Crete on Friday to move to the 
top of the standings with 13 points also from five games, 

Panathinaikos, ABK and Olympiakos played earlier because of their par- 
ticipation in European games tomorrow and Wednesday. Although 
Panathinaikos was more aggressive from the start of the game, it was 
Tonikos who came close to open the scoring when a shot by Scottish striker 
Craig-James Brewster hit Panathinaikos’ left upright in the 23rd minute, 

BreWster stunned the 7,000 Panathinaikos supporters when he gave his 
team the lead with a shot from inside the area off a pass from Theodore 
Pahatouridis in the 36th, 

Nikos Lymberopoulos exploited a defensive error to level in the 45th, 

Three minutes before the final whistle, Polish striker Igor Sypniewski 
gave to Strandli in frontof fonikos’ goalmouth who netted the winner. It was 
‘Strandli’s third goal of the season. 

In the major shock result of the season, Paneliakos’ goalkeeper Socrates 
Kopsachilis saved a 71st-minute penalty taken by Serbian midfielder 
Predrag Djordjevic to preserve Paniliakos’ 1-0 victory over Olympiakos. 

In addition to the penalty, Kopsachilis made three other key saves to shots 
by Serbian striker Ilija Ivic in the 7th and 21 minutes and by Dimitris 
Mavrogennidis in the 21st. 

‘The hosts came close to open the scoring in the first minute when 
Olympiakos’ striker Grigoris Georgatos made a line save to a header by 
Mohammed Sylla. 

In the 50th, it was Yiannis Tatsis’ turn to make a similar line save to a 
shot by Olympiakos’ Ghanaian striker Peter Oforiquae, 

Five minutes later, Vangelis Togias scored the game's only goal off a 
centre from Pervian defender Augusto Charun. 


FIRST DIVISION 
Played Weekend Oct 4-5 


Aris Thessaloniki 
Kavala .... 
Apollon Athens . 
Tonikos Piraeus 
AEK Athens 
Panelefsiniakos . 


Panathinaikos Athens . 
Panionios Athens 
OFT Heraklion . . 
Ethnikos Piraeus 
Paniliakos Pyrgos 
Veria 


Ethnikos Asteras Xanthi 
Olympiakos Piraeus Proodeftiki Piraeus . 
PAOK Thessaloniki ..2 Iraklis Thessaloniki 
Standings: 
P We ae Died A Pts 
AEK Athens 6 5 1 i) 12 3 16 
Panathinaikos 6 5 0 J 10 5 sB) 
Olympiakos Piraeus 6 4 1 is 18 4 13 
6 4 1 F 16 o) 13 


Tonikos Piraeus. 


Xanthi 6 4 1 1 9 6 13 
Aris Thessaloniki 6 3 ii 2 10 7 10 
Panionios Athens 6 3 0 3 7 12S 
Paniliakos Pyrgos_ 6 3 0 3 8 8 9 
Iraklis Thessaloniki 6 2 2 2 8 5 8 
PAOK Thessaloniki 6 2 2 2 i 8 8 
Panelefsiniakos 6 1 4 i! al 4 7 
Ethnikos Asteras 6 2 1 4) 6 0 7 
Kavala 6 2 1 3 Il ieee! 
OFI Heraklion 6 2 0 4 7 10 6 
Apollon Athens, 6 1 2 3 8 14.5 
Proodeftiki Piraeus 6 1 E 4-6 Ro 4 
Veria 6 0 1 5 1 i2e0 4 
Ethnikos Piraeus 6 0 a Bi 1 4 01 


De Souza artur 


Club Profile 


XANTHI 1998-1999 
GENERAL INFORMATION 


Stadium: Xanthis Seats: 12,800 Phone: 0541.24.466 
Team Colors: Green-Black 

President: Aris Pialoglou 

Coach: Yiannis Mantzourakis 

Assistant Coach; Yiannis Isprilidis 

Captains: Karageorgiou, Kehagias, Teggelidis, and Vilanakis 
Office Address: Queen Sophia 3 Phone: 0541.24.466 
Worth: 240 Million Drachmas 

Press: N/A 

‘Trainer: Zikos Zisis 

Physical Therapists: Andreas Pitidis 


- STATISTICS 


First Division: Xanthi has 9 appearances in the A'Division, has played 
306 games, has 130 losses, 70 ties, 106 wins, 494 goals against, and 432 
goals for. 

First Scorer: No-one up to now can come even close to Verintiano 
Marcelo who has 74 goals with the team of Xanthi. 

First in Appearances: Since the departure of Verintiano Marcelo to a 
different team that gave Niko Kehagias the lead in appearances. The Greek 
has 218 and the Brazilian has 207. 

Team Statistics: N/A 

Player Statistics; Nikos Karageorgiou needs one more appearance to 
reach 300 in the A’ Division. 


TRADING 

‘Came: Mba, Tsakil, Geladaris, Damianos, Zografakis, Aggos, Kie, 
Lumblianiche, Avramidis, and Manousakis. 

Left: Kiosses, Antzas, Xahoudis, Tornikidis, Fourlakidis, Zikos, 
Luchiano, and Zouroudis, 

Renewed Contraet: Karageorgiou, Havos, Karkanis, and Tsakonakis. 

Championships: 0 : 

Doubles: 0 

Cups: 0 (0 appearances as a finalist) 


‘This year's team is a totally different team than the one of last year. Some 
of the good players like Luchiano, Antzas, and Zikos left for other teams and 
in their place came some young talent as well as four players from foreign 
countries. It is well know that the team of Xanthi every year changes it's 
players at this level. The goal for the team this year is to be one of the first 
eight teams. 

President: Aris Pialoglou 


‘Coach: Yiannis Mantzourakis 
PLAYERS 
Names Birthdate Playing Previous Team 
Since 
GOALKEEPERS 
1 TSAKONAKIS Yiannis 722-15 1993 Ag. Paraskevi 
16 BUCHIEK Yurai 9-15-73 1997  Hemlon Humele 
17 KARKANIS Stefanos 12-7-73 1991 - 
DEFENDERS 
19 ANTONIOU Sotiris 9-10-75 1997 Apollon Lar. 
3 VENETIDIS Stelios 11-19-76 1995 — Orestiada 
27 ZAPROPOULOS Nikos 7-22-18 1997 Kampaniakos 
5 KARAGEORGIOU Nikos 12-8-62 1992 Panathinaikos 
14 KARTALIS Prokopis 11-28-77 1997 Aiolikos 
6 KEHAGIAS Nikos. 4-21-69 1988 Anil, Far, 
4 SAMARAS Hristos 9-29-73, 1992 = 
22 TSAKIL Mohammed 1-3-68 1998 Mas Fes 
15 PATSATZOGLOU Hristos 3-10-79 1998 Ag. Eleousa 
20 TSOUVALIDIS Theofanis 2-21-77 1998 - 
25 GELADARIS Dimitris 11-6-74 1998 — Ethnikos 
30 LIOUMBLIANICHE Nuscar —-9-7-71 1998 Dynamo Tif, 
32 EFENTOPOULOS Girogos 11-28-79 1998 = 
MIDFIELDERS 
2 PAPADIMITRIOU Yiannis 5-15-76 1995 Halkida 
15 PATSATZOGLOU Hristos 3-10-79 1998 Ag. Eleousa 
9 TEGGELIDIS Petros 8-14-68 1997 Kalamata 
10 VILANAKIS Aggelos 35-73 1994 Eord. Ptol. 
8 DAMIANOS Vasilis 4-18-77 1998 South Melb 
ATTACKERS 
11 KIPARISSIS Thomas 3-27-70 1996 _Pierikos 
23 MANGANE Kiril 9-13-76 1997 - 
28 ILIOPOULOS Hristos 1-1-77 1996 Nigrita 
7 MBA Ismaila 5-22-74 1998 mas Fes 
12 KANTZILIDIS Giorgos 9-4-77 1997 Mel. Xanth. 
18 KIE Alvin 2-28-77 1998 = P.M. 
21 MAKRIS Thomas 8-12-73 1998 Iraklis Lar. 
31 AGGOS Kostas 6-22-79 1998 Serres 


AVERAGE AGE: 23.3 


Oforique — Santos 


HEARD IT THROUGH THE 
GRAPEVINE ... 


This conversation happened while Ivic and Tohouroglou were sitting on 
the sidelines during the game between Veria and Olympiakos. 

TOHOUROGLOU; “Did you see the goal that Gogic scored?” 

IVIC: “Did you see the save Eleftheropoulos made?”. 

The Greek National Team coach Anghe! lordanescu is very disappointed 
with some members of EPO since most of his “private” conversations with 
them tend to be printed by newspapers! 

Ronnie Whelan is very angry with Dimitris Nalitzis because the player is 
not taking seriously the team practices, This forced him to leave Nalitzis out 
of the team when Panionios traveled to Finland with the game against Haka 
and the player’s future with the club is in doubt. 

Vasilis Dimitrindis the past month has been very active following orders 
from Dimitri Mellisanidis who acts like he has replaced Petros Rayousis as 
the “team manager” for AEK. 

The 21 year-old from Aris, Apostolos Liolidis, is being considered by 
AEK and there are rumors that he will be traded in during the December 
timeframe! 

Anderlecht manager, K, Resell, not only was very impressed with 
Gretarson but he went right away after the match with Vitesse and talked to 
him making a very-very good offer for his team... 


| 
| 


NEWS OF 
THE WEEK 


ly and Lazio of Rome striker Christian 
i will not undergo surgery to repair 

his injured left knee, the Serie A club 
announced Saturday, and he will be side- 
lined at least another three weeks. 

The 25-year-old World Cup star (right) has 
been out since hurting knee ligaments 15 min- 
utes into Lazio's 2-0 win over second-division 
Cosenza in a September 23 Italian Cup match, 

The injury kept Vieri out of Italy's Euro 
2000 qualifier Saturday against Switzerland. 

He has yet to score for Lazio since joining 
the club on a US$30 million transfer from 
Spain's Atletico Madrid, He tallied five goals in 
as many games for Italy at the World Cup. 


Re of a European under-21 championship 
group one qualifying match on Friday: 

Italy 1 Switzerland 0 (Halftime 0-0) 

Scorer; Pirlo 

Halftime: 0-0; Attendance: 7,000 


eading Italian clubs gave a thumbs up to 

UEFA's plans for a revised Champions’ 
League, as unveiled on Tuesday at a UEFA 
executive meeting in Lisbon. 

Responding to UBFA's plans to enlarge the 
competition to 32 teams, leading Italian Serie A 
clubs Inter Milan, AC Milan, Lazio and 
Fiorentina all expressed their satisfaction, 
underlining the fact that the new regulations 
foresee four Italian entrants, 

Former Italian international Giacinto 
Facchetti, now a consultant for Inter Milan, 
told Italian news agency, ANSA: "UEFA have 
shown that they have understood that the clubs 
want the cup competitions restructured and it 
seems that they have gone a long way towards 
realising (the restructuring) even before 2001." 

AC Milan acting president Adriano Galliani 
was equally enthusiastic, 

"We've taken a big step forward. UEFA has 
finally taken on board market considerations," 
he said, 

Referring to the threat from the Milan-based 
company Media Partners to set up a rival 
breakaway European Super League, Galliani 
said: "Now we have to work out the finances, 
{At the moment UEFA pays out only 50 percent 
of its takings to the clubs while Media Partners 
had promised us 80-85 percent.” 

Rome club Lazio also gave a positive 
response to the new plan. "The reforms respect 
a fundamental sporting principle, namely that 
clubs have to earn admission on merit," Lazio 
technical director Julio Velasco said. 

"For us at Lazio, the fact that there are four 
places available to Italian teams is yery impor- 
tant." 


poe Parma player Georges Grun was 
quoted on Wednesday as saying the use of 
the controversial amino acid creatine had been 
widespread in Italian soccer. 

Grun denied he had been offered doping 
products during his spell with Parma and said 
he had even turned down intravenous vitamin 
shots because he felt he did not need them. He 
added he occasionally took vitamin pills, 

‘Asked whether he ever used products other 
than vitamins in Italy, the former Belgian 
defender told Het Nieuwsblad newspaper: 
“Yes, creatine, in my last year. Everybody did.” 

"Now, because of the English team at the 
World Cup, they are making so much fuss 
about it, but in Italy it has been established for 
long time,” said Grun, who played for Parma 
from 1990 to 1994. 

England's World Cup squad was supplied 
with energy supplements including creatine 
which occurs naturally in the body and plays a 
key role in muscle contraction. Its use is legal 
but some players and coaches say it should be 
banned. 

Grun said most of his Parma teammates 
accepted weekly vitamin injections on the eve 
of a match, but he believed their effect was 
mainly psychological. 


DEL PIERO RETURNS TO 
FORM FOR AZZURRI 


lessandro Del Piero put a silver lining on the past six 

months by scoring both goals in Italy's 2-0 defeat of 

Switzerland on Saturday. Del Piero had entered the 
European championship Group One qualifier on the back 
of the worst spell of his career. 

He had scored just once in his previous 17 competitive 
matches and that was from the penalty spot. 

His last goal in open play was in April and Del Piero had not 
scored for Italy since January. He had a disastrous World Cup 
following injury in the European Cup final in May. 

But the nimble Juventus forward recovered superbly, putting 
Italy ahead after 19 minutes with a classic striker's goal, 

He latched on to a pass from AS Roma midfielder Eusebio 
Di Francesco, took the ball to the edge of the penalty area with 
his first touch and buried it in the bottom corner of Andreas 
Hilfiker’s net with his second. 

Italy continued to dominate against a tidy but uninspiring 
‘Swiss side but failed to add to their lead until just after the hour, 
when 

Filippo Inzaghi (right below) was tugged down on the edge 
of the box by Tottenhan defender Ramon Vega. 

Del Piero stepped up to take the resulting free-kick and 
curled his shot past Hilfiker's flailing right hand to chalk up the 
ninth goal of his intemational career. 

Italy had entered the match in high spirits following their 2-0 
win in Wales in their opening qualifier last month, 

‘The return of coach Dino Zoff to his home region of Friuli, 
tucked away in Italy's northeast, added to the festive atmos- 
phere at Udinese’s stadium, packed with a near-capacity crowd 
of around 40,000. 

"Welcome home Dino, symbol of Italy and pride of Friuli,” 
read a banner behind one of the goals. 

But it was his fellow northeasjerner who stole the show. 

Del Piero (right above after scoring), was bom a short drive 
from Udine in the village of Conegliano, rediscovered an 


_ appetite for soccer that had appeared to have deserted him. 


He battled for the ball throughout and set up Di Francesco 
for what should have been Italy's second goal on 48 minutes 
with a delicate touch with the outside of his foot. 

Di Francesco had time to pick his spot but scooped the ball 
over the bar from 20 meters out. 

Inzaghi also squandered two clear chances to score and 
Roma's Francesco Totti, who made his debut as a substitute 
after Del Piero came off to a standing ovation on 70 minutes, 
threatened a tired Swiss defense in the final minutes. 

“The result was pleasing for the whole side but I'm particu- 
larly happy for Del Piero," Zoff sad. "He needed that. 
Hopefully he can go on from here to prove what a fine player 
heis." 

The Italy coach and former World Cup-winning goalkeeper 
acknowledged he had felt extra pressure playing in Udine. 

"You always feel a great deal of responsibility, but coming 
back to Friuli there was more than usual," he said. “Everyone 
was bombarding me with advice and good wishes.” 

Swiss coach Gilbert Gress, who has to lift his side for their 
second match of the campaign against Denmark on Wednesday, 
was disappointed. 

"Losing in Italy is acceptable because Italy are a good side," 
he said, "But losing to Italy in this manner is not acceptable, 
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SGCCTOBER 13 


Olympiakos (Greece) 
Ajax (Netherlands) 
Porto (Portugal) 
Croatia (Croatia) 


Previous Results: 
Porto (Portugal) .. 


Ajax Amsterdam 
Olympiakos .... me 
October 21 
Ajax Amsterdam at Olympiakos Piraeus 
Croatia Zagreb at Porto 
November 4 
Olympiakos Piraeus at Ajax Amsterdam 
Porto at Croatia Zagreb 
November 25 
Porto at Olympiakos Piraeus 
Croatia Zagreb at Ajax Amsterdam 
December 9 
Ajax Amsterdam at Porto 
Olympiakos Piraeus at Croatia Zagreb 


Group B 


P 
Galatasaray (Turkey) 2 
Juventus (Italy) 2 
Rosenborg (Norway) 2 
Athletic Bilbao (Spain) 2 


Previous Results: 


Athletic Bilbao (Spain) ...1 Rosenborg Trondheim (Norway) . .1 
2 


Juventus (Italy) 2 Galatasaray (Turkey) 
September 30. 
Galatasaray . ..2 Athletic Bilbao . . 
Rosenborg . . 


Galatasaray at Rosenborg Trondheim 
duventus at Athletic Bilbao 
November 4 
Rosenborg Trondheim at Galatasaray 
Athletic Bilbao at Juventus 
November 25 
Athletic Bilbao at Rosenborg Trondheim 
Juventus at Galatasaray 
December 9 
Galatasaray at Athletic Bilbao 
Rosenborg Trondheim at Juventus 


Group C 


PW 
Spartak Moscow (Rus) 2 2 
Real Madrid (Spain) 2 1 
Inter Milan (Italy) me 
Sturm Graz (Austria) 2 0 
Previous Results: 
2 Inter Milan (Italy) 
0 Spartak Moscow (Russia) . 
September 30 
..2 Real Madrid... 
~4 Sturm Graz .. 
October 21 
‘Spartak Moscow at Inter Milan 
Sturm Graz at Real Madrid 
November 4 
Inter Milan at Spartak Moscow 
Real Madrid at Sturm Graz 
November 25 
Real Madrid at Inter Milan. 
Sturm Graz at Spartak Moscow 
December 9 
Spartak Moscow at Real Madrid 
Inter Milaniat Sturm Graz 


Real Madrid (Spain) 
Sturm Graz (Austria) 


Spartak Moscow 
Inter Milan . . . 


..2 Olympiakos Piraeus (Greece) .. . . 
Croatia Zagreb (Croatia) ..0 Ajax Amsterdam (Netherlands) . . . 


Barcelona (Spain) 
Brondby (Denmark) 
Man Utd (England) 
Bayern Munich (Ger) 


Previous Results: 
Brondby (Denmark) ......2 Bayern Munich (Germany) 
Manchester Utd (England) .3 Barcelona (Spain) .... 
September 30 
Barcelona 2, Brondby 0 
Bayern Munich 2, Manchester United 2 
October 21 
Barcelona at Bayern Munich 
Manchester United at Brondby 
November 4 
Bayern Munich at Barcelona 
Brondby at Manchester United 
November 25 
Brondby at Bayern Munich 
Manchester United at Barcelona 
December 9 
Barcelona at Brondby 
Bayer Munich at Manchester United 


Group E 


Rew 5) 
Arsenal (England) Papa SAYA 
Panathinaikos (Greece) 2 1 0 
Lens (France) elie 
Dynamo Kiev (Ukraine) 2 0 1 

Previous Results: 
RC Lens (France) . 
Panathinaikos (Greece) . 


Arsenal . .. 
Dynamo Kiev 


Dynamo Kiev at Arsenal 
Panathinaikos at RC Lens: 
November 4 
Arsenal at Dynamo Kiev 
RC Lens at Panathinaikos 
November 25 
RC Lens at Arsenal 
Panathinaikos at Dynamo Kiev 
December 9 
Dynamo Kiev at RC Lens 
Arsenal at Panathinaikos 


Group F 


Po oOW 
Kaiserslautern (Germany)2 1 
PSV Eind (Netherlands) 2 1 
Benfica (Portugal) Ze 4 
HJK Helsinki (Finland) 2 0 


= Previous Results: 
PSV Eind (Netherlands) ...2 HJK Helsinki (Finland) . 
Kaiserslautern (Germany) ..1 Benfica (Portugal) . . 
September 30 


...2 PSV Eindhoven 
...0 Kaiserslautem 
October 21 
Benfica at HJK Helsinki 
Kaisersiautem at PSV Eindhoven 
November 4 
HJK Helsinki at Benfica 
PSV Eindhoven at Kaiserslautern 
November 25 
PSV Eindhoven at HJK Helsinki 
Kaisersiautem at Benfica 
December 9 
Benfica at PSV Eindhoven 
HJK Helsinki at Kaiserslautern 


Benfica ... 
HJK Helsinki 


NOU CAMP FOR 
CHAMPIONS FINAL 


arcelona will be playing 
B: home turf If It reaches 

‘the final of the European 
Champlons' Cup after UEFA 
selected the club's Nou Camp 
stadium as the venue for the 
competition's crowning game. 

Originally the competition 
would be played at a neutral 
venue for the final, for the obvi- 
ous reason that both finalists 
should not be advantaged In 
some way. 

But European soccer's govern- 
ing body said after a meeting 
that for organizational reasons it 
could not wait until later in the 
tournament to see which clubs 
made it through to the final. 

Barcelona playing in Group D of 
the Champions’ League has 
already won a match and tied 
another after two rotations in its 
four-team group. 

The six group winners, as well 
as the two best runners-up, quali- 


af 


as 


fy for the quarterfinals. 

To rationalise its decision, UEFA. 
said the move was not unprece- 
dented because Barcelona played 
at home in the 1982 final of the 
European Cup Winners’ Cup, 
where it beat Belgium's Standard 
Liege 2-1. 

Villa Park, the Birmingham 
home of English Premier League 
Club Aston Villa, will host the May 
49 final of the Cup Winners’ Cup, 
while Spartak Moscow’s 84,000- 
seat Luzhnik! stadium will be the 
venue for the May 12 final of the 
UEFA Cup. 

Nou Camp, which has a capaci- 
ty of 92,000, and Luzhniki were 
among the 12 five-star venues 
listed by UEFA as possible sites 
for the final of its Champions’ 
League competition. 

Villa Park, which has a capacity 
Of 39,339, was classed as a four- 
star venue, 


Pointing the way to success... Man Utd and Dwyght Yorke will 


play at home to Brondby on October 21. 


UEFA CUP DRAW 


GROUP A 
Wisla Krakow (Poland) vs. Parma (Italy) 
Liverpool (England) vs. Valencia (Spain) 
Dynamo Moscow (Russia) vs. Real Sociedad (Spain) 
Crvena Zvezda Belgrade (Yugoslavia) vs. Olympique Lyon (France) 


GROUP B 
AK Graz (Austria) vs. Monaco (France) 
VIB Stuttgart (Germany) vs. Club Bruges (Belgium) 
Willem |I Tilburg (Netherlands) vs. Real Betis (Spain) 
Grasshoppers (Switzerland) vs. Fiorentina (Italy) 


GROUP C 
Vigo Celta (Spain) vs. Aston Villa (England) 
Celtic (Scotland) vs. FC Zurich (Switzerland) 
” Werder Bremen (Germany) vs. Olympique Marseille (France) 
Bologna (Italy) vs. Slavia Prague (Czech Republic) 


GROUP D 
Vitesse Armhem (Netherlands) vs. Girondins Bordeaux (France) 
Bayer Leverkusen (Germany) vs. Rangers (Scotland) 
CSKA Sofia (Bulgaria) vs. Atletico Madrid (Spain) 
AS Roma (Italy) vs. Leeds United (England) 


CUP WINNERS’ CUP DRAW 


First legs to be played on 
October 22, second legs November 5 


First team listed hosts first match 
Lazio (Italy) vs. Partizan Belgrade (Yugoslavia) 
Valerenga (Norway) vs. Besiktas (Turkey) 
Heerenveen (Netherlands) vs. Varteks Varazdin (Croatia) 
Genk (Belgium) vs. Mallorca (Spain) 
Panionios Athens (Greece) vs. Apollon Limassol (Cyprus) 
Ried (Austria) vs. Maccabi Haifa (Israel) 
Lokomotiv Moscow (Russia) vs. Braga (Portugal) 
Chelsea (England) vs. FC Copenhagen (Denmark) 


Lazio's Paolo Negri. The Italians play 
Partizan of Belgrade. 


Matches to be played over two legs on October 20 and November 3. 


CHEAPEST PRICES TO 


First team listed plays first leg at home. 


AMALGAMATE 


UEFA's plans for a revamp of 

its three competitions but 
warned there was still much work to 
be done. 

UEFA announced they would expand 
the Champions’ League to 32 teams and 
merge the UEFA and Cup Winners' Cup 
from next season in an attempt to head 
off the threat of a European Super 
League. 

They said there would be more money 
for clubs and, although no figures were 
fixed, the prize fund is reported to be 
between $450-$600 million, about half 
that offered by the organizers of the 
Super League. 

UEFA's Task Force will continue to 
work on the planned changes and pre- 
sent the complete package, including 
prize money, to the next executive meet- 
ing in Israel in December. 

Eladio Parames, spokesman for 
Benfica chairman Joao Valee Azevedo, 
said: "We are still waiting for the final 
details to make a proper study of the 
proposals." 

Parames said the club was waiting in 
particular for the financial details 
because “one thing is certain: the clubs 
were being badly treated by UEFA when 
it came to distributing money that the 
clubs themselves were generating.” 

A spokesman for Dutch champions 
Ajax Amsterdam said the club had no 
comment to make until the Task Force 
completed its report to UEFA. The ex- 
ecutive president of Olympique 
Marseille, the only French club to have 
won the European Cup, also said there 
was more to be done. 


ome of Europe's leading clubs 
gave a cautious welcome to 


"The situation must evolve," said 
Jean-Michel Roussier.” 

"UEFA have the cards in hand to do 
this. They have the legitimacy but they 
must also learn that the clubs have 
become adult and the Champions' 
League is no longer a kindergarten." 

Barcelona coach Louis van Gaal was 
more concerned with on-pitch matters, 
particularly the number of matches to be 
played under the new proposals. 

"| don't know if with 32 teams we 
could play all the games. For me it's 
simple: we will have to play 17 games in 
Europe and 38 in the league, as well as 
cup matches and internationals. When 
will we have the time to play them all?" 

Van Gaal said the solution could be to 
reduce the number of teams in the 
Spanish first division from the current 
20. 
"The Spanish federation will have to 
adapt — but | don't know if that's going 
to be possible." 

Media Partners said UEFA had not 
addressed the hard issues. "We are 
happy if UEFA gives the clubs a better 
deal next season," said a spokesman. 

"However, starting in 2000, the 
European Football League will provide 
Europe's clubs with a far better deal that 
anything "We are happy if UEFA gives 
the clubs a better deal next season,” 
said a spokesman. 

"UEFA have not addressed the hard 
issues, they have not given any details 
of the money available or the guaran- 
tees. Nothing came from yesterday that 
would radically change our timetable or 
the clubs' timetable." 
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STRIKES AND EURO 2000 MATCH SUMMARIES 


SACKINGS? 


issue which has split the game down the middle: to 
strike or not to strike. Players are angry about the 
lack of proper dope testing, about the press allega- 
tions made against certain players and teams and the 
general insinuation by the media that Italian soccer 
has a major drugs problem. 
The vote has been called by Sergio Campana, president 
of the national players' association (AIC), but it has not 
met with universal approval. 
Many players, and even coaches such as Marcello Lippi of 
Juventus, whose club was an early target of the doping 
allegations made by AS Zdenek Zeman, believe a strike 
would send a powerful message. 
“There's no doubt that everyone, and above all the play- 
ers, want things to be clear. But it's also undeniable that in 
the absence of precise rules and laws, it's shameful to see 
players being lynched by the press and public opinion on a 
daily basis," Lippi said. 
“They want to protest about this way of informing people, 
and it's only right that they do something.” 
One player, Udinese's Alessandro Calori, broke down in 
tears during a television interview when asked about press 
allegations that he had failed a dope test which had subse- 
quently been covered up. 
Parma defender Fabio Cannavaro, whose club have been 
having to explain suspiciously high red blood cell counts 
during a random dope test last July, is among the pro- 
strikers. 
“The strike is only right, our careers could end up being 
Stained by this affair," he said, while fellow international 
Filippo Inzaghi of Juventus, wamed: "The time has come 
to take tough action. 
“A strike would be against those who have put us in a bad 
light without a shred of evidence." added Dino Baggio. 
However, not all players or even coaches are backing the 
strike, arguing that making clubs and fans suffer is reach- 
ing the wrong target. 
Bologna captain Giancarlo Marocchi said: “| think that 
strike action would be a mistake. Against who? Against 
what? The fact that privacy has been violated is nothing 
New, all it takes is for the rules to be applied.” 
Even Calori is against industrial action, while Fiorentina's 
top defender Moreno Torricelli said: "We footballers are 
certainly the victims in all this, but before coming out on 
strike we need to think carefully about it." 
“I'm surprised by what Campana has said." 


[ies footballers are preparing for a vote on on 


BES campaign calling for England coach Glenn Hoddle 
to quit gained momentum on Sunday after his team's 
drab 0-0 draw with Bulgaria at Wembley on Saturday. 

The goalless disappointment puts a huge question mark 
over England's chances of qualifying for the 2000 
European championship and a question mark now hangs 
over Hoddle. 

Sunday newspapers all castigated Hoddle and the team 
and most called for the coach to quit. 

“The time has come for Hoddle to be honest with himself 
and the country by acting before it's too late," the Express 
on Sunday said. 

“Resign. If not he should be sacked." 

The People was equally blunt. "Now Hoddle should lose 
his job," it said in a back page editorial. 

The Sunday Times described the situation as: “Hoddle 
Crisis — England coach on brink after dire draw." 

The News of the World said: "England were a disgrace. 
They were clueless, hopeless and gormless. It is hard to 
imagine how Hoddle can continue as coach after falling to 
inspire his side." 

The Sunday Telegraph headline read: "Point of No 
Retum," with soccer correspondent Patrick Barclay writing: 
“This is certainly not the time for Glenn Hoddle to be nego- 


TURKISH 


DELIGHT 


headache continues for 


At by Hakan Sukur means the 


Germany, as Turkey recorded a 


famous 1-0 victory over the soccer 
giants in their European 
Championship qualifier. Sukur,s 


chance came in the 69th minute after a 


lofted cross was punched away by 
German goalkeeper Oliver Kahn. 
Substitute Oktay Derelioglu tried 
again, forcing a poor punch from 
Kahn straight at Hakan who coolly 
accepted the gift and headed into the 
net. 

And Turkey's top scorer was even 
cooler after the game. “I don’t think | 
should be seen as the hero of the match. 
It was result won by the whole team who 
played together as one. But I’m really 
happy we won,” Hakan said. 

It was only the second time Turkey 
had beaten the reigning European cham- f 
pions in 15 attempts since they won the 2 
first encounter in 1951. The result puts 
them in control of group three following 
their opening 3-0 victory over Northern 
Ireland. 

The first half was dominated by a mid- 
field duel with both sides seemingly 
reluctant to take any chances and risk 
defeat, 2 

The German defence remained firm and 
gave the Turks few sights of goal, but cre- 
‘ated few chances themselves. 

Striker Ulf Kirsten missed the best of 
them when he found himself free in front 
of goal but volleyed straight at the well- 
positioned Turkish goalkeeper Rustu 

lecber. 


The game came to life in the second 
half with Turkey testing the new-look but 
injury-hit German side with high balls into 
the area. Germany counter-attacked but 
failed to capitalise on the opportunities 
that came their way. 

Rustu saved a likely equaliser in the 
79th minute intercepting a ball with his 
legs then leaping to his feet to tip a blast- 
ed shot from midfielder Lars Ricken over 
the bar. 

He was in good form again later to 
deny Oliver Bierhoff. 

“It was a great result, but we knew we 
were going to win all along,” the 
Fenerbahce goalkeeper said after the 
match. 

The western Turkish city of Bursa, 
where Turkey beat The Netherlands last 
year, erupted into a cacophany of car 
homs and chanting fans who blocked the | 
streets within minutes of the final whistle. 
Similar scenes were witnessed across 
Turkey. 

“This is a victory for the whole of 
Turkey...For all the people in the four cor- 
ners of the country and for the 2.3 million 
Turks in Germany,” said coach Mustafa 
Denizli. 

Turkey will be bouyed by the win when they take on Finland in another 
home fixture. 

Three-times world champions Germany will be hoping for a better result 
in their second match when they visit Moldova. 


ie 


Hakan Sukur scores despite the attention of the German defence. The Turks 


won 1-0 ina major boilover. 


ee 


Turkish fans have been celebrating since this great victory, particularly as 


so many live in Germany. 


Bela Illes, who scored with an 85th minute penalty, Istvan Pisont (88) and 


Niklos Feher (90). 


‘The victory secured Hungary's first points in the competition after losing 


3-1 at home to Portugal in their opening match. 


SLOVAKIA TROUNCE LICHTENSTEIN 


0 goals from Robert Tomaschek, onc in each half, helped 
Slovakia trounce Liechtenstein 4-0 in their European champi- 
onship group seven qualifier. 

It was the second consecutive clean sheet for the Slovakians, who 
opened their qualifying campaign with a 3-0 win over Azerbaijan. 

Miroslav Sovic fired Slovakia ahead in the third minute and Peter 
Dubovski extended the lead 10 minutes later. Tomaschek’s goals after 36 
and 61 minutes ensured victory. 

The part-timers from: Liechtenstien tightened up defensively after the 
break but never really threatened the Slovakian goal, which is developing a 
reputation as one of the most organised around Europe. 


tiating a.pay rise under the terms of his contract. Rather it 
is time to ask if he should be the national coach at all?" 
England lost their opening group five qualifier 2-1 to 
Sweden last month and after Saturday's result England no 
longer have their fate in their own hands. 

The players have a chance to redeem themselves when 
they play in Luxembourg, but even the expected victory 
there could be too little t00 late to save the coach. It’s a no 
win situation for Hoddle, something has not done lately. 


HUNGARY LEAVE BEST TILL LAST 


ungary needed three goals in the last five minutes to give them- 
Hest: a 4-0 win over 10-man Azerbaijan in their European 
championship group seven qualifier. The Hungarians took the 
lead after 59 minutes when Pal Darnai beat Azeri goalkeeper Dmitry 
Kramarenko, who was substituted immidiately after the goal. 
Azerbaijan's chances were not helped when defender Vyacheslav 
Lychkin was sent off in the 63rd minute, but the home side, who lost 3-0 to 
Slovakia in their opening match five weeks ago, were still in with a chance 
until the closing minutes. 
But Hungary finally gave the score some respectability with goals from 


LATE BOGHOSSIAN 
GOAL BREAKS 
RUSSIAN HEARTS 


lain Boghossian gave France their first victory 
since they won the World Cup with a goal 


eight minutes from time to beat Russia 3-2 in 

a gripping European championship qualific 

Russia had fought their way back from 2-0 down to 

2-2 and for a time in the second half looked capable of a 

Victory that would have placed the world champions in 

an awkward position in group four after their 1-1 draw 
in Iceland last month. 


‘A missed penalty, blasted against the bar by Laurent 
Blanc a minute from time after goalkeeper Sergei 
Ovchinnikov brought down Zidane, could not dampen 
French relief. 

“We picked ourselves up when the Russians came out 
looking for their third goal and we got the result we 
wanted,” captain Didier Deschamps said of France's 
first victory in Moscow. 

“This performance follows directly from what we did 
in France. We've shown we know how to dig deep. 
‘Those qualities won us the World Cup and we showed. 
them again tonight.” 

For the Russians, struggling amid the country’s deep 
economic crisis to rebuild after missing the World Cup 
finals, Boghossian’s winner was a bitter blow that con- 
demned them to a fourth successive defeat and leaves 


Zinedine Zidane celebrates French success against Russia 


But Boghossian’s late strike, following goals in the 
opening half-hour by Nicolas Anelka and Robert Pires, 
proved decisive after Igor Yanovsky and Alexander 
Mostovoi had given the Russians hope from set pieces 
either side of halftime, 

Zinedine Zidane found Robert Pires wide on the left. 
Pires left Russian captain Viktor Onopko stranded to 
reach the touchline before crossing for Boghossian to 
hammer home. 


them with no points. 

After their 3-2 defeat in Ukraine last month, they are 
now bottom of the group below Armenia and Iceland. 

Ukrainian-born coach Anatoly Byshovets, for whom 
the game was his first home tie in charge, praised the 
spirit his side showed but blasted the technical slips that 
allowed the French to score and failed to capitalise on 
good approach work. 


Action from the Poland v Luxemburg qualifer. 


-EURO 2000 MATCH SUMMARIES 


Action from the Bosnia v Czech Republic Euro 2000 qualifier. 


“Their discipline broke down and they failed to get in 
shots on goal. They only started playing when they went 
2-0 down,” he said. “But luck was against us, too,”” 

If Russian honour was at least satisfied in front of 
50,000 fans at the Luzhniki stadium, it had looked at one 
stage as though it going to be an embarrassing rout. 

Arsenal youngster Nicolas Anelka steadied French 
nerves with a simple strike in the 13th minute, 

The Russian markers gave Zidane the sort of space he 
can only dream of in Serie A and 

Emmanuel Perit found the Juventus playmaker 30 
metres out. He shpped the ball forward to the charging 
Anelka who slipped it cleanly past Ovchinnikov. 

In the 29th minute, France were 2-0 up after Anelka 
broke down the left to swing a long cross over that 
found Pires unmarked at the far post to blast home the 
second. 

But Paris St Germain defender Igor Yanovsky put 
Russia back in it on the stroke of halftime, heading 
home a flicked on corner from eight metres as the 
Russians were finally rewarded for 45 minutes of wasted 
effort in front of goal. 

Twelve minutes into the second half, they finally 
looked liked averting disaster when Celta Vigo’s 
Alexander Mostovoi, the vital figure in Russia's set- 
piece armoury, swung a beautifully swerving dead-ball 
past Lama from 25 metres. 

‘An open game of attack and counter finally tured in 
France’s favour only when Boghossian grabbed the win- 
ner to give the French four points from two away games. 

“Once we were level again, it was a trial of strength. 
T'm pleased with our commitment,” said French coach 
Roger Lemerre of his first victory in charge, 


EASY FOR POLAND 
AGAINST 
LUXEMBOURG 


land cruised to a comfortable 3-0 win over 
Luxembourg in their European championship qualifi- 
er on Saturday to stay at the top of group five, 

A powerful drive from Jerzy Brzeczek in the 18th 
minute opened the scoring as Poland moved quickly to 
dominate against the part-timers. 

‘The visitors were weakened when Marc Birsens was 
sent off in the 30th minute for felling Brzeczek. Poland 
capitalised with a headed goal from Andrzej Juskowiak 
in the 35th minute. 

‘The second half slowed to a canter but Miroslaw 
Trzecinak headed the third in the 65th minute to com- 
plete the scoring. 


Poland now have maximum points from their two 
games after beating Bulgaria 3-0 in their first match, 


LITHUANIA GOAL 


DROUGHT 
CONTINUES 


Ee goal drought continued as they missed a 
hance to gain ground in European championship 
qualifying group nine with a 0-0 draw against the Faroe 
Islands. 

After conceding seven goals without reply in their 
first three games, the Faroe Islands appeared an easy 
way for Lithuania to get on the scoresheet after a score- 
less draw with Scotland in their opener. 

But although Lithuania dominated from the outset, 
they failed to find the mark time and again as a 
downpour made footing tricky and slowed play consid- 
erably. 

‘The Faroe Islands tried to counter-attack more in the 
second half but could not generate any quality scoring 
chances, 

Lithuania now haye two draws to show in their group, 
while the Faroe Islands have one point from four match- 
es. 


NORWAY RECOVER 
AFTER EARLY 
SETBACK 


‘orway recovered from a goal down to beat Slovenia 
2-1 in theif European soccer championship group 
two qualifier. 

Slovenia took a surprise in the 24th minute when 
Zlatko Zahovic scored from close range after a long pass 
from Dzoni Novak. 

Norway then stepped up a gear and Chelsea striker 


-Tore Andre Flo levelled the scores in the last minute of 


the first half. 
The second half was dominated by Norway and the 
game was decided in the 80th minute when Kjetil 
Rekdal scored for the visitors. 
“We gave our best and were playing well but our 
opponents used their chances better,” Slovenia's captain 
Darko Milanic said, 


HODDLE’S ENGLAND 
FAIL AGAIN TO LIFT 


under Glenn Hoddle when they were held 
ito a goalless draw at home to Bulgaria in 
their group five qualifier on Saturday. 

Hoddle faces another barrage of criticism after a 
dismal performance which has placed England 
under pressure in their bid to qualify for the 
European championship in 2000. 

In the absence of Paul Ince and David 


Eimer continued their run of poor form 


| Beckham, both suspended, Hoddle installed Jamie 


Redknapp as the creative influence in midfield with 
Paul Scholes, Darren Anderton and Robert Lee in 


been weakened by the retirement of senior 
players, ravaged by internal conflict since the 
World Cup, and entered this match on the back of 
a 3-0 thrashing at home to Poland. 

Hoddle now faces the most testing time of his 
reign as England coach, The controversies 
resulting from his World Cup diary and his reliance 
on faith healer Eileen Drewery have been 
diplomatically handled by the FA hierarchy as they 
attempt to maintain continuity leading up to the 
European championship and the subsequent 
World Cup in 2002, 


Heads down, and it’s only half-time. Owen and Anderton show the 


unadulterated joy of playing for England under Glenn Hoddle. 


‘support. 

However, a distinct lack of inspiration, drive and 
ambition hampered England for the duration of the 
match. Anderton drifted in and out of the game and 
Scholes failed to provide an effective link to Alan 
| Shearer and Michael Owen up front. 

Even so, England managed to create a flurry of 
early chances which, if converted, might have 
| have changed the course of the match, 
| Andy Hinchliffe, preferred to the volatile Graeme 

Le Saux, provided an opportunity for Owen after 
just three minutes but, perhaps in eagerness to 
convert, he headed the wrong side of the post. 
Within seconds Owen threatened again, an 
explosive volley on the run dipping just over the 
bar. 


In the 12 th minute, Sol Campbell squandered 
another opportunity after a fine chipped cross from 
Anderton found him unmarked in the Bulgarian 
penalty area. Minutes later, Owen drove a shot just 
wide of the post. 

Once the early attacking momentum dissipated, 
Bulgaria managed to survive with relative ease for 
the remainder of the match. Despite significant 
territorial advantage throughout, England managed 
just-a solitary shot on target, through Hincheliffe’s 
weak header on the half hour. 

England’s best opportunities of the second 
period came when Shearer headed over the bar in 
the 55 th minute and Campbell blazed a shot over 

in the 80th. 
| Coming to Wembley supposedly without hope, 
Bulgaria defended in depth, content to see off the 
England threat in an effort to claim a potentially 
vital away point. The broad smile on the face of 
coach Dimitar Dimitrov as he left the field provided 
proof that they had achieved their aim. 

Hoddle praised the Bulgarian team, but this 


: | seemed a last resort considering that they have 


Hoddle, though, has an appalling recent record 
on the field. Three defeats and a draw from his last 
five matches in charge mean that the coach is in 
danger of losing all credibility. With many high 
quality players at his disposal, he seems unable to 


inspire them to the level of play necessary to make 
a serious challenge for a major trophy. 

Hoddle must now attempt to galvanise the team 
ahead of their visit to Luxembourg on Wednesday 
knowing that even a convincing defeat of arguably 
the weakest European soccer nation may be 
insufficient to save his job. 


Compiled by, 


EXCUSE ME MR MURDOCH 


CAN | BUY HIM? 


‘anchester United manager Alex Ferguson will 

have to haye any transfer above one million 

pounds (about $1.6 million) approved by TV 

station BSkyB till the takeover is completely 
finalised. 

The deal should be through by the end of the month but till 
then deals involving big sums must have the permission of 
BSkyB. 

Under normal circumstances, United would have been 
allowed to make no deals at all, but the TV company has 
voluntarily agreed to waive its veto rights up to the one-million- 
pound mark. 

BSkyB's action has been hailed as ‘fairly unusual’ by Peter 
Lee, deputy director general of the takeover panel, 


‘It seems that they are trying to allow Manchester United to 
make very quick decisions on buying new players." 

However, while the figure may be quite substantial, in transfer 
terms it is minuscule. 

United's three major buys of the summer, Jesper Blomqvist, 
Jaap Stam and Dwight Yorke cost more than 27 million pounds 
between them, so if Ferguson wants to reinforce his squad 
Rupert Murdoch's organisation will have the final say until the 
takeover is settled. 

Shareholders have until 3 p.m. on October 26 to reply to 
BSkyB's letter offering to buy into the club, although this 
deadline may be extended if the Office of Fair Trading fail to 
conclude whether the proposed deal contravenes government 
tegulations, 

‘Clearly BSkyB has no interest in preventing the successful 
running of Manchester United either during the offer period or 
once the acquisition is completed, We have no intention of doing 
S0,' said a spokeswoman for the broadcaster. 

"Decisions on the acquisition of players will be made by 
Manchester United’ s board as they are now.’ 

The offer document attempts to calm the fears of shareholders 
and fans by stressing that the deal will be the best way for the 
club to progress in the future. 

Professor Sir Roland Smith, the United chairman pledged 
BSkyB would not pick the team, Manager Alex Ferguson and 
the Manchester United board would be responsible for the 
acquisition of new players. 

‘Ticket prices will continue to be set by the club's board, while 
United's games would not only be available on pay-per-view 
television, Sir Roland said. 

He also countered criticisms that the takeover might give 
BSkyB a seat on both sides of the negotiating table for TV deals 
with the Premier League, 

He said; ‘In relation to Premier League TV rights, Manchester 
United is one of 20 clubs in the Premier League and has only one 
Vote and no veto in respect of any future auction of those rights 
by the Premier League.’ 


Eg international Gary Neville on Tuesday gave coach 
jlenn Hoddle his full support in the controversy regarding 
vitamin injections to players at the World Cup, 

Many of England's players were injected at France 98 by 
French doctor Yann Rougier and Manchester United defender 
Neville was one of them. 

Alex Ferguson, the Manchester United Manager, has written 
an official letter of complaint to the Football Association 
demanding to know exactly what was in the jabs, and why club 
managers were not advised about them, 

Rougier hit back last weekend by insisting that United's club 
doctor was made fully aware of what was going on, and that the 
injections were simply legal combinations of vitamins 
administered to help players recover between games. 


Neville confirmed that there was never any secrecy 
surrounding the injections and that although he accepted 
Ferguson would not use them at United, he was convinced of 
their benefits during the World Cup. 

As he gathered for international duty ahead of Saturday's Euro 
2000 qualifier against Bulgaria, the defender said: "Dr. Rougier 
never tried to win our trust, he explained everything to us. 

"It was basically for recovery after games, it wasn't for 
performance. I felt very sharp during the World Cup and I felt it 
worked,” 

He agreed that United had been experiencing problems in 
recovering from European games for Premiership matches, as 
well as in dominating games for the full 90 minutes. 

"I don't think United would ever do that because, as the 
manager explained last week, the club aren't into that sort of 
thing. Training, rest, good food, drink is what's needed. 

"However, as Glenn Hoddle said, the Germans, the Brazilians, 


the Italians have been doing it for 20 years and it's | 


commonplace. We're a little bit behind on these things. 

"It was something new for me and I was a little bit skeptical at 
first but then you start to trust the medical stuff. The Arsenal 
players gave rave reports of how these things worked and they 
were right. They worked a treat at the World Cup." 

Bu midfielder Steve McManaman may leave Liverpool 
jould the English Premiership side fail to agree terms on a 
‘new contract with the player by January Ist. 

Although the 26-year-old's contract expires next June, FIFA 
rules allow him to sign a pre-contract for any club he chooses 
from the first day of the new year. 

And this would open the door for Real Madrid who have 
already made McManaman aware that he is one of their most 
prized targets. 

The Liverpool player indicated his willingness to experiment 
with Spain's star-studed primera liga last season when he flew to 
Barcelona for talks. : 

McManaman has often spoken about his commitment to 


Liverpool, but the test is now whether he believes that the | 


emergence of Owen and: the return of Robbie Fowler, plus the 
club's new managerial partnership of Gerard Houillier and Roy 
Evans is enough for him to commit his long-term future at 
Anfield. 


‘est Ham's Israeli midfielder Eyal Berkovic has said he may 
hot retum to the English premier league club following an 
incident in training with clubmate John Hartson last week. 

Writing a column in the Israeli tabloid Ma’ariv on Tuesday, 
Berkovic said he had been rattled by events in which Hartson 
Kicked him in the head during a training ground clash last week. 

"I am currently considering my future with West Ham," he 
wrote, 

‘The banner headline on Tuesday's sports section of Ma‘ariy 
was emblazoned with a quote from Berkovic which read; "If my 
head had been a ball, it would have whizzed right into the 
stanchions from his kick. I lay on the ground for 10 minutes with 
lots of blood gushing." 

Berkovic ead in bi column that Hartson had phoned him to 
apologise, "I think it's a bit late for that now," Berkovic said was 
his reply. The Israeli claimed the club failed to act after the 
attack. "Hartson is not the only one I am angry with. I think the 
‘West Ham management behaved very badly ... They saw what 
had happened on the pitch but failed to do anything. No 
suspension, no fine, nothing." 

Berkovic said he was trying to concentrate solely on Israel's 
forthcoming European championship group six qualifiers with 
‘San Marino and Spain, but that it was not easy. 

"I would be lying if 1 were to say that now that I am here (in 
Israel) I have forgotten about the matter. The incident at West 
Ham is hanging over me and is troubling me. I am thinking a lot 
about the future," he said. 


This ivsions Hull City was put up for sale on Tuesday, 
with angry owner David Lloyd vowing not to spend any 
more money on the last-place team. "The club is for sale,” the 
former British Davis Cup tennis captain told Sky television from 
Spain. “There is not one single more penny of my money going 
into the club." 

Lloyd, who has been under intense criticism from fans, 
recognized that without him or a buyer, the club would be unable 
to stay afloat. 

"How can they generate money? I've been their Father 
Christmas for the last two years. And they want to get rid of 
Father Christmas,” he said angrily. 

The club, managed by the former England intemational Mark 
Hateley, has just seven points from 11 matches. 


SOCCTOBER 6 


SCOTTISH 
NEWS 


Craig Brown last night thanked the 
Tartan Army for preventing Scotland from 
slumping to its worst competitive defeat on 
its own soil in history. 

The manager praised the fans as 
Scotland twice came from behind to snatch a 
3-2 win over Estonia at Tynecastle, 

‘A lot of the credit for the win goes to the 
Army who were magnificent. Without them 
we would probably have lost,’ Brown said. 

Scotland were twice behind and going 
nowhere in front of the 17,000 crowd before 
the arrival of Dundee United striker Billy 
Dodds as a substitute for Ally McCoist in the 
69th minute, “ 

Dodds scored twice and claimed half a 
share in a third to see Scotland home and 
stay undefeated after two matches in their 


group. 
But the manager has problems as the 
squad regroups for Wednesday's tie against 
the Faroe Islands in Aberdeen, 
Blackburn Rovers’ Kevin Gallacher had 
to leave the field early in the match and went 


| to hospital with a suspected broken arm, 


And defender Callum Davidson needed 
six stitches in a head wound after being 
butted by Andres Oper who was sent off. 

‘At 2-1 down, the game was slipping 
away from us before the fans got right 
behind the side,’ Brown added. 'There was 
some dreadful defending by us, some 
absolutely shocking stuff. I will be pointing 
out the mistakes on the video before we 
start preparing for the Faroes tie,’ 

The match may mark the end of 
Aberdeen goalkeeper Jim Leighton’s 
international career although the manager 
could be prepared to play him in front of his 


own Pittodrie supporters. And Colin 
Calderwood put his own future on the line 
with his worst game in a Scotland jersey. 

But the Estonians, who have never 
forgiven Scotland for not playing their 
World Cup qualifier in Tallin under 
temporary floodlights, left Scotland angry. 

Coach Teitur Thordarsson was insistent 
that his side had been unfairly treated with 
the decision to send off Oper. 


‘It was a 50-50 ball. I cannot understand 
a terrible decision from the referee. He was 
influenced by the way the Scottish bench 
and some of the team reacted. 

‘Colin Hendry came up to the bench and 
asked me if it was a deliberate tactic. It 
certainly wasn't and I fear we have been 
badly treated,’ 


I just want to say on 

the matter regarding 

my hat-trick in the 
opening weekend of 

the 1998/99 Ericsson Cup 
soccer season..... 


_ Cariton 


